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INTRODUCTION: 


T is fortunate for commerce, and the inter- 

courfe of nations, that there is implanted in 
man’s nature a defire of novelty, which no pre- 
fent gratification can fatisfy ; that when he has 
vifited one region of the earth, he is fill, like 
Alexander, fighing for another to explore; and 
that, after having efcaped one danger in his 
progrefs, he is no lefs eager to encounter others» 
that may chance to obftruét him in the courfe 
of his purfuits, 

If the hiftory of former hardfhips could have 
deterred men from engaging in new adventures, 
the Voyage, the particulars of which we are 
now about to relate, would probably never have 
been undertaken. The dreary regions that fur- 
round the poles are fo little accuftomed to feel 
the kindly influences of the enlivening fun, and 
are fo deftitute of the ordinary productions of 
the earth in happier climates, that little lefs 
than one whole quarter of the globe is, by its 
fterility, rendered uninhabitable by human 
beings, and but thinly occupied by a very incon- 
fiderable number of the race of quadrupedes. 
The many and almoft infuperable difficulties 
that muft therefore be expected in traverfing 
thefe forlorn defarts, where no relief is to be 
B expected, 
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ii INTRODUCTION. 
expected, but from the favourable interpofition 
of that power, whofe merciful providence ex- 
tends to the remoteft corners of the earth, are, 
upon’ refleGtion, enough to cool the ardour of 
the moft enterprifing, and to ftagger the refolu- 
tion of the moft intrepid. 

In the contention between powers, equally 
formed by nature to meet an oppofition, it may 
be glorious to overcome; but to encounter 
raging feas, tremendous rocks, and bulwarks 
of folid ice, and defperately to perfift in attempts 
to prevail againft fuch formidable enemies ; as 
the confli& is. hopelefs, fo the event is certain. 
The hardieft and moft {kilful navigator, after 
expofing himfelf and his companions to the 
moft ee dangers, and fuffering in propor- 
tion to his hardinefs the moft complicated dif- 
trefles, muft at laft fubmit to return home with- 
out faccefs, or perifh by his perfeverance. 

This obfervation will be fufh ficiently juftified, 
by a brief recapitulation of the Voyages that 
have been undertaken, with a view to the dif- 
covery of a North-eaft Paflage to China and 
Japan. 

The firft who attempted this difcovery was 
Sir Hugh Willoughby, with three fhips, fo 


early as the year 1553, the ara of perilous, 


enterprizes. This gentleman failed to the la- 
titude of 75 degrees north, within fight, as it 
is imagined, of New Greenland, now called 


Spitfbergen ; but by a ftorm was driven back 
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and obliged to winter-in the river Arzena, in 
Lapland, where he was frozen to death with all 
his company. He left upon his table a concile 
account of all his difcoveries, in’ which he 
mentions, having failed within fight of a coun- 
try in a very high latitude, about which geo- 
graphers are divided; fome affirming, as has 
been faid, that it could be no other than New 
Greenland, afterwards difcovered, and named 
by the Dutch Spitfbergen ; others, that what he 
faw was only a fog-bank; and of this latter 
opinion is Capt. Wood, an able navigator, of 
whom we fhall have occafion to fpeak hereafter, 
‘To Sir Hugh Willoughby fucceeded ‘Capt. 
Burroughs, afterwards Comptroller of the Na- 
vy to Queen Elizabeth. This gentleman at- 
tempted the paffage with better fortune, and 
returned full of hope, but without fuccefs. 
He pafied the North cape in 1556, advanced 
as far north as the 78th degree, difcovered the 
Wrygate, or ftraic that divides Nova Zembla 
from the country of the Sammoyds, now fub- 
je& to Ruffia: and having pafied the eaftern- 


moft point of that ftrait, arrived at an open , 


fea, from whence he returned, having, as he 
imagined, difcovered the paffage fo painfully 
fought, and fo ardently defired. Some affirm, 
his difcoveries extended beyond the 8oth de- 
gree of latitude, to a country altogether defo- 
late, where the mountains were blue «and the 
valleys {now. . 

Ba Be 











ey ieee Pe ee Te _— 
pierre OBS NS ee ae Brie hte, 
re StS ey PAE ve 








a A wet a = 
ch ee -  ee eas 
e.. be ete 


or 4 pe es 4 
eee ST Seg ee Be ttt 


iv ENT F.0D 0 C F TON. 


Be that as it may, the favourable report of 
Capt. Burroughs encouraged Queen Elizabeth 
to fit out two ftout veflels to perfedt the dif- 
covery. The command of thefe fhips was 
given to the Captains Jackman and Pett, who, 
in 1580, failed through the fame {ftrait, that 
had been difcovered by Burroughs, and enter- 
ed the eaftern fea, where the ice poured in fo 
faft upon them, and the weather became fo 
tempeftuous, that after enduring incredible 
hardfhips, and fuftaining the moft dreadful 
fhocks of ice and feas,. terrible even in the rela- 
tion, they were driven back and feparated; and 
neither Pett nar his fhip or crew were ever heard 
of afterwards. 

After this difafter and difappointment, the 
defire of vifiting the frozen feas to the north- 
eaft began to abate among the Englifh, bue 
was aflumed by the Dutch with an obftinate per- 
feverance, peculiar to that phlegmatic nation, 
The firft Dutchman we read of who made the 
attempt was John Cornelius, of whofe voyage, 
in 1595, we have but a very imperfect account; 
he was followed however in 1606 by William 
Barrans, or, as fome write, Barents, an able 
and experienced feaman and mathematician, 
who being fupplied with every neceffary for fo 
hazardous a voyage, by the generofity and pa- 
tronage of Prince Maurice, proceeded in the 
fame courfe which had been pointed out to him 
by the Englifh navigators; but having pafled 
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INTRODUCTION. v 
the Wygate, found the like incumbrances, and 
the like tempefts which the Enelith had expe- 
rienced; and not being able to bear up againit 
them, returned thoroughly convinced, that the 
wifhed-for paflage was not to be attained in 
that direction, However, he traverfed the 
coaft of Nova Zembla, gave names to feveral 
promontories and head-lands; and planned to 
himfelf a new courfe to fteer, by which he 
hoped to accomplifh what he had failed in dif- 
covering, by following the fteps of thofe who 
had gone before him. 

In 1607, animated rather than difcouraced 
by difappointment, he entered upon his fecond 
voyage, with the fpirit of a man fully prepof- 
feffed with fuccefs. He had heard, that fome 
of the whalers, who had now begun to fre- 
quent the North Seas, had, either by defign 
or accident, advanced much farther to the 
northward than thofe who had been purpofely 
fitted out upon difcoveries ; he therefore deter. 
mined to fteer to the northward of Nova Zem- 
bla, till he fhould arrive at the height of the 
pole, under which he was perfuaded he fhould 
find an open fea; and, by changing his courfe 
to the fouthward, avoid thofe obftructions which 
had retarded his paffage to the north-eaft. 

In this hope he continued till he arrived on 
the coaft of Nova Zembla, where, before he 
had reached the 77th degree, he was fo rudely 
attacked by the mountains of ice, that every 
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where affailed him, that not being able to with= 
tand their fury, he was driven againft the rocks, 
and his fhip dafhed to pieces. Barents and the 
greateft part of his crew got fafe to land, but 
it was to experience greater mifery than thofe 
underwent who perifhed in the attempt. They 
were obliged to winter in a country, where no 
living creature befides themfelves appeared to 
have exiftence; and where, notwithftanding 
their utmoft efforts to preferve their bodies from 
the cold, the flefh perifhed upon the bones of 
fome of them, and others died of the moft ex- 
cruciating pains. 

In this extremity, and notwithftanding the 
ancuifh they endured, thofe who furvived had 
ftill the fortitude and ingenuity to frame a pin- 
nace from the wreck of their broken fhip, in 
which, at the approachof fummer, they made 
fail for Lapland; but before they arrived at 
Colu, their Captain died, and with him the 
hopes of perfecting his difcovery. 

It was now.the active feafon for naval enter- 
prizes. Private adventurers began to fir out 
ships for the North Seas, Innumerable fea ani- 
mals had been obferved to bafk upon the ices 
the tufks of whofe jaws were found to excel, 
in whitenefs, the fineftivory, and their carcafes 
to yield plenty of excellent oil, In the infancy 
of the whale fifhery, thefe were purfued with the 
fame eagernefs, with which both the Englifh and 


Dutch endeavour at this day to make the whales 
: . their 
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their prey, and)perhaps with no lefs profit. In 
following thefe, many iflands were difcovered 
to which they reforted, and, in courfe of time, 
the feas that were fo formidable to the firft dif- 
coverers, became frequented at the proper fea- 
fons by the fhips of every nation. 

Foreign navigators, however, were more 
fanguine in their notions of a north-weft paflage, 
than of the exiftence of a paflage to the north- 
eaft; and it was-not till many unfuccefsful tri- 
als had been made to difcover the former, that 
the latter was again attempted. The celebrat- 
ed Hudifon, who.difcovered the ftraits that leads 
to the great weftern bay, which ftill bears his 
name; after he had exerted his {kill in vain to 
find a paflage weftward, was perfuaded at laft 
to undertake a voyage in fearch of a paffage to 
the, north-eaft. “This he. performed in 1610, 
but being, difcouraged by the mifcarriages of 
_ others, and the fatal iffue that had attended 
their. obftinate perfeverance, -on viewing the 
face of the. country, examining the currents, 
and traverfing an immenfe continent of ice, 
that firetched, alone’ the ocean} in a direction 
from ea{t. fouth-eaft to weft north-weft, he 
concluded, that no paflage could be prattica- 
ble in that direGiion, and. therefore returned 
without making any other material difcoyery. 

From this time till the year,1676, the profe- 
cution of..this difcovery was totally Hee cited 
by the Enclith ; and though the Dutch whalers 
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vill INTRODUCTION. 
amufed the world with wonderful relations of 
their near approach to the pole, yet little cre- 
dit was given to their reports till the arrival of 
one John Wood, who had accompanied Sir 
John Narborough in his-voyage to the South 
Sea, with a view to eftablifh a new trade with 
the Chilians, and natives of that vaft tract of 
country, reaching from the Straits of Magel- 
jan to the confines of Peru. 

This able and enterprizing navigator, being 
himfelf an excellent mathematician and geo- 
grapher, and reading in the Philofophical 
Tranfactions a paper, by which the exiftence 
of a north-eaft paffage to the eaftern or Indian 
ocean was plaufibly afferted, and this exactly 
coinciding with his own notions of the con- 
ftruction of the globe, he was induced, by this 
and other reafons, to apply to King Charles the 
Second for a commiffion to profecute the difco- 
very; the accomplifhment whereof, it was faid, 
would add to the glory of his Majelfty’s reign, 
and immenfely to the wealth and profperity of 
his kinedoms. 

Many about the Court of that needy Prince, 
hoping to fhare in the profits of the voyage, 
were earneft in prevailing with his Majefty to 
forward the defion, who being himfelf fond of 
novelty, ordered the Speedwell Frigate to be 
fitted out at his own charge, manned, victu- 
alled, and provided with every neceflary ; whil¢ 
the Duke, his brother, and feven other cour- 
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tiers, joined in the purchafe of a Pink of onehun- 
dred and twenty tons, to accompany her, which 
they likewife manned and victualled, and gurnifh- 
ed with merchandizes, fuch as were thought mar- 
ketable on the coafts of Tartary or Japan; the 
countries they moit probably would firft fall in 
with after their paflage through the North Sea, 

Thefe fhips being in readinefs, and commif- 
fions made out for their Commanders, Captain 
Wood was appointed to dire€t the expedition, 
on board the Speedwell, and Captain Flawes to 
bear him company on board the Profperous. 

On the 28th of May 1676, they failed from 
the Buoy of the Nore, with the wind at fouth- 
weft ; and on the 4th of June caft anchor off 
Lerwick, in Braffey Sound, where they conti- 
nued fix days, to take in water and recruit their 
{tores. 

On Saturday the 1oth they weighed anchor 
and continued their voyage; and onthe 15th 
they entered the Polar circle, where the fun 
at that feafon of the year never fets. At noon 
the Speedwell broke her main-top-fail-yard in 
the flings, the firft difafter that had happened, 
which, however, was eafily repaired. The 
weather now began to grow hazey, a circum- 
ftance that frequently happens in the Polar re- 
gions, and darkens the air with’ the obfcurity 
of night. 

From this time till June 22, when they fell 


in with the ice in latitude 75 degrees 59 mi- 
C nutes 
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nutes north, nothing material occurred. On 
that day, at noon, they obferved a continent 
of ice ftretching to an imperceptible diftances 
in a direétion from eaft-fouth-eaft and weft- 
north-weft. ‘They bore away along the ice till 
the 28th, when they found it join to the land of 
Nova. Zembla. 

On the 2gth they ftood away to the fouth, 
to get clear of theice; but unfortunately found 
themfelves embayed in it. At 11 at night the 
Profperous bore down upon the Speedwell, 
crying out, ice upon the weather-bow, on 
which the Speedwell clapt the helm hard a wea- 
ther, and veered out the main-fail to ware the 
fhip ; but before fhe could be brought too on 
the other tack, fhe ftruck on a ledge of rocks, 
and ftuck faft. They fired guns of diftrefs, 
but were not heard, and the fog being fo thick, 
that land could not be difcerned, though clofe 
to the ftern of their fhip ,; no relief was now to 
be expected, but from Providence and their 
own endeavours. In fuch a fituation, no de- 
{cription can equal the relation of the Captain 
himfelf, who, in the language of the times, 
has given the following full and pathetic ac- 
count. 

«© Here, fays he, we lay beating upon the 
rock in a moft frightful manner, for the {pace 
of three or four hours, ufing all poffible means 
to fave the fhip, but in vain; for it blew fo 
hard, that it was wholly out of our power to 


carry 

















INTRODUCTION. xi 
carry out an anchor capable to do us any fer- 
vice. At length we faw land clofe under our 
ftern, to the great amazement of us all, which 
before we could not fee for the foggy weather ; 
fo. I commanded the men to get out the boats 
before our maft came by the board, which was 
done. I fent the boatfwain towards the fhore 
in the pinnace, to fee if there was any poflibi- 
lity of landing, which I much feared, becaufe 
the fea ran fo high. In half an hour he re- 
turned with this anfwer, that it was impoffible 
to land a man, the fnow being in high cliffs, 
the fhore was inacceffible. This was bad tide 
ings; fo then it was high time to think on the 
fafety of our fouls, and we went all together to 
prayers, to befeech God to have mercy on us, 
for now nothing but individual ruin appeared 
before our eyes. After prayers, the weather 
cleared up a little, and looking over the ftern, 
I faw a {mall beach direétly with the ftern of 
the fhip,;-where I thought there might be fome 
chance of getting on fhore. I therefore fent 
off the pinnace a fecond time, with fome men 
in her to be firft landed, but fhe durft not ven- 
ture to attempt the beach. I then ordered out 
the long-boat with twenty men to land, who 

attempted it, and got fafe on fhore. They 

‘ in the pinnace feeing that, followed, and land- 
ed their men likewife, and both veffels returned 
to the fhip without any accident. The men on 
C 2 fhore 
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fhore defired fome fire-arms and ammuni- 
tion, for there were many bears in fight. I 
therefore’ ordered two barrels of powders 
fome fmall arms, fome provifions, with my 
own papers and money, to be put on board the 
pinnace; but as fhe put off from the fhip’s 
fide, a fea overfet her, fo that all was loft, with 
the life of one man, and feveral others taken 
up for dead. The pinnace likewife was dafhed 
to pieces, to our great forrow, as by that dif- 
after, one means of efeaping from this difmal 
country, in eafe the Profperous deferted we was 
cutoff. The long-loat being on board, and the 
fea running’ high, the boatfwain and fome 
others would compel me and the Lieutenant to” 
leave the fhip, faying it was impoflible for her 
to live long in that fea, and that they had ra- 
ther be drowned than I; but defiring me when 
I came on fhore, if it were poffible, to fend the 
boat again for them. Before we got half way 
to fhore the fhip overfet, fo making all poffible 
hafte to land the men we had on board, I went- 
off to the fhip again, to fave thofe poor men 
who had been fo kind to me before. With great 
hazard I got to the quarter of the fhip, and 
they came down the ladder into the boat, only 
one man was left behind for dead, who had 
before been caft away in the pinnace; fo I re- 
turned to the fhore, though very wet and cold. 
We then hauled up the boat, and went up the 
Jand about a flight fhot,. where our men were 
making 
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making a fire and a tent with canvafs and Oars, 
Which we had faved for that purpofe, in which 
we all lay that night wet and weary. The next 
morning the man we left on board having re« 


covered, got upon the mizzen-matt, and prayed . 


to be taken on fhore, but it blew fo hard, and 
the fea ran fo high, that tho’ he was a very pret- 
ty failor, none would venture to bring him off. 

The weather continuing blowing with ex- 
treme fogs, and with froft and mow, and all 
the ill-compacted weather that could be ima- 
gined put together, we built more tents to pre- 
ferve ourfelves ; and the fhip breaking in pieces, 
came all on fhore to the fame place where we 
landed, which ferved us for thelter and firing. 
Befides, there came ‘to us fome hogtheads of 
flour, and brandy in good ftore, which was no 
little comfort in our great extremity. Wenow 
lay between hope and defpair, praying for fair 
weather, that Captain Flawes might find us, 
which it was impoffible for him ever to do while 
the weather continued fogey ; but fearing at 
the fame time that he might be caft away as well 
as we. 

But fuppofing we never were to fee him 
again, I was refolved to try the utmoft to fave 
“as many as I could in the long-boat. In order 
thereunto we raifed her two feet, and laid a 
deck upon her to keep the fea out as much as 
poffible ; and with this boat, and thirty men, 
for fhe would carry no more, I intended to row 


and 





























—— 


















































« ENTRODU CT EON: 


and fail to Ruffia, but the crew not being fatif- 
fied who fhould be the men, began to be very 
unruly in their mind and behaviour, every one 
having as much reafon to fave himfelf as ano- 
ther, fome holding confultation to fave the 
boat, and all to run the like fortune; but here 
brandy was our beft friend, for it kept the men 
always fox’d, fo that in all their defigns I could 
prevent them. Some were in. the mind to go 
by land, but that I knew was impoffible to any 
man ; neither had we provifions nor ammunition 
to defend us from the wild beafts; fo the paf- 
{age by land being impracticable, and no paf- 
fage by fea to be attempted till forty, men were 
deftroyed, I will leave it to the confideration of 
any, whether we were not ina moft deplorable 
condition, without the interpofition of divine 
providence. 
" The weather continued fill very bad, with 
fogs, fnow, rain, and froft, till the gth day of 
our being on fhore, which was the 8th day of 
July, when in the morning it cleared up, and 
to our great joy one of our people cried out a 
fail, which proved Captain Flawes; fo we fet 
fire to our town, that he might fee where we 
were, which he prefently - difcovered, fo came 
-up, and fent his boat to uss but before I went 
off, I wrote a brief relation of the intention of 
the voyage, with the accident that had befallen 
us, and put it into a glafs bottle, and left it in 
the fortification 1 had there built; fo by twelve 
o'clock 
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o’clock we all got fafe on board, but left all 
on fhore that we had faved from the fhip; for 
we much feared. it would prove fogey again, 
and that we fhould be driven once more on this 
miferable country; a country, for the moft 
part, covered perpetually with fnow, and what 
is bare being like bogs, on whofe furface grows 
a kind of mofs, bearing a blue and yellow 
flour, the whole product of the earth in this 
defolate region. Under the furface, about two 
feet deep, we came toa firm body of ice, a 
thing never heard of before; and againft the 


ice-cliffs, which are as high as either of the fore . 


lands in Kent, the fea has wafhed underneath, 
and the arch overhanging, moft fearful to be- 
hold, fupports mountains of fnow, which, I 
believe, hath lain there ever fince the creation.” 

Thus far in Captain Wood’s own words, 
He adds, that by the tides fetting direétly in 
upon the fhore, it may be affirmed with cer- 
tainty, that there is no pafiage to the north- 
ward. One thing remarkable in his relation, 
and which feems to contradiét the report of 
former navigators, is, that the fea is there falter 
than he had yet tafted» it elfewhere, and the 
cleareft in the world, for that he could fee the 
fhells at the bottom, though the fea was four 
hundred and eighty feet deep. 

Being all embarked on board the Profperous, 
on the 9th of July they changed their courte, 
and fteered for England; and, on the 23d of 

Auguft, 
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Auguft, they arrived fafe in the Thames, 

without any remarkable accident intervening. 
After the mifcarriage of this voyage, on 
which the higheft expectations had been formed, 
the moft experienced navigators in England 
feemed to agree, that a paflage by the north, or 
north-eaft, had no exiftence. They were the 
more confirmed in this error, for an érror it is, 
by the reaions affiened by Capt. Wood, for 
changing his opinion on this matter ; for, be- 
fore he went upon the difcovery, he was fully 
perfuaded himfelf, and likewife perfuaded ma- 
ny others, that nothing was more: certain. 
When, however, he firft faw the ice, he im- 
agined it was only that which joined to Green- 
jand, and that no folid body of ice extended 
farther from land than twenty leagues; in this 
perfuafion he altered his courfe, and coafted 
along in the direction in which the ice lay, ex- 
petting, at every cape or head-land of ice, af- 
ter running a certain diftance, to find an open- 
ing into the Polar ocean; but after running 
two or three glafies to the northward in one 
bay, he found himielf entangled in another ; 
and thus it continued till his fhip was wrecked. 
By this experiment, he found the opinion of 
Barents confuted, namely, ‘‘ that by ftearing 
<< the middle courfe between Spitfbergen and 
«© Nova Zembla, an open fea might be at- 
«¢ tained, in which a fhip might fafely fail as 
“ far as the pole.” From his own experience, 
he 
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he therefore pronounced, that all the Dutch 
relations were forgeries which aflerted, that any 
man had ever been under the pole; verily be- 
lieving, that if there be no land to the north- 
ward of 80 degrees, that the fea is there frozen, 
and always continues fo; and grounding his 
Opinion upon this remark, that if the body of 
ice which he faw were to be conveyed ten de- 
grees more to the fouthward, many centuries qf 
of years would elapfe before it would be 4 
melted. ft 
To this pofitive affertion, however, may be 
oppofed, the teftimony of many credible per- n 
fons, fome of whom have themfelves failed be- iy 
yond the 8oth degree of north latitude, and 
Others, upon evidence, whofe veracity: there is 
no reafonable caufe to bring in quettion. © i 
Among the latter, the teftimony of Mr. ty 
Jofeph Moxon, member of the Royal Society 
ef London, muft have confiderable weight. 
In a paper which this gentleman caufed to be | 
printed in the Philofophical Tranfactions, is iz 
this remarkable relation. i 
“* Being about twenty years ago in Amfter- 
“© dam, I went into a public houfe to drink a 
** cup of beer for my thirft; and fitting by 
** the public fire, among feveral:people, there 
‘* happened a feaman to come in, who {eeing a ae 
* friend of his there, who he knew went the | Pas 
** Greenland voyage, wondered to fee him, 7 
* becaufe it was not yet time for the Greer- a 
D s* jand 
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! 
i te Jand fleet to come home, and afked him, 
« what accident had brought him home fo 
€ {o99n? His friend (who was the fteerfman) 
‘© anfwered, that their fhips went not out to 
‘¢ fith, but only to take in the lading of the 
Hi “ fleet, to bring it to an early marker. But, 
ii “ faid he, before the fleet had caught fifh 

i “ enough to lade us, we, by order of the 
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‘ i) ¢ Greenland Company, failed unto -the north 
wi « pole, and came back again. Whereupon, 
Hy “° fays Moxon, I entered into difcourfe with 
: i “ him, and feemed to queftion the truth of 
i i <¢ what he faid; but he did affure me it was 
{ | “ true, and that the fhip was then in Amfter- 
y | « dam, and many of the feamen belonging to 
i} ee 


her ready to juftify the truth of it; and told 
« me, moreover, that they had failed two 


. il «© degrees beyond the pole. I afked him, 
‘| iN « if they found no land or iflands about the 
Wi & 


pole? He anfwered, no; there was a free 
«* and open fea. I afked him, if they did not 
« meet with a great deal of ice? He told me, 
no; they fawno ice aboutthe pole. IL afked 
th « him, what weather they had there? He told 
Hh <¢ me, fine warm weather, fuch as was at Am- 
| {terdam in the fummer-time, and as hot. I 
fhould have afked him more queftions, but 
« that he was engaged in difcourfe with his 
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L i} « friend, and I could not, in modefty, inter- 
; Ny « rupt them longer. But I believe the fteer{- 
f | | «© man fpoke truth ; for he feemed a plain, ho- 
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*¢ neft, and unaffectatious perfon, and one who 
*€ could have no defign upon me.” 

To authenticate this relation it has been 
obferved, that under the poles, the fun in 
June being 23 degrees high, and having little 
or no depreffion towards the horizon, always, 
as it were, {wimming about in the fame elevae 
tion, might invigorate that part of the hemi 
phere with more heat than he does our climate; 
when he is, in the winter, no more than 15 
degrees at the higheft, and but eight hours 
above the horizon ; in which {pace the earth has 
time to cool, and to lofe, in the night, the in- 
fluences of heat which it receives in the day. 

Another report upon like evidence was made 
to King Charles the Second, by Capt. Goul- 
den, who being a Greenland whaler himfelf, 
fpoke with two Hollanders in the North Seas, 
that had failed within one degree of the pole, 
where they met with no ice, but a hollow grown 
fea, like that in the Bay of Bifcay. 

A ftill more credible teftimony is, that 
about the year 1670, application being made 
to the States General for a charter to incorpo- 
rate a company of merchants to trade to Japan 
and China, bya new paffage to the north eaft ; 
the then Eaft India Company oppofed it, and 
that fo effectually, that their High Mightineffes 
refufed to grant what the merchants requefted. 

At that time it was talked of in Holland, as 
a matter of no difficulty to fail to Japan by the 
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way of Greenland; and it was publickly af- 
ferted and believed, that feveral Dutch fhips 
had actually done it. The merchants being re- 
quired to verify this faét, defired that the jour- 
nals of the Greenland fquadron of 1655 might 
be produced 5 in feven of which there was 
notice taken of a fhip which that year had 
failed as high as the latitude of 89; and three 
journals of that fhip being produced, they all 
agreed, as to one obfervation taken by the 
matter, Augut 1, 1655, in 88 degrees 56 mi- 
nutes north. 

Buta proof inconteftible, is the teftimony of 
Captain Hudfon, who failed in 1607 to the la- 
titude of 81 degrees 30 minutes north, where 
he arrived onthe s6thof July, the weather be- 
ing then pretty warm. 

Add to all thefe, that the Dutch, who were 
employed in 1670, in endeavouring to find a 
northeeaft paffage, advanced within a very few 
degrees of that open fea, which is now com- 
monly navigated by the Ruffians, and which 
would infallibly have brought them to the coafts 
of China and Japan, had they perfevered in the 
courfe they were purfuing. 

It does not appear, however, from any au- 
thentic accounts that we can collect, that any 
voyage, profeffedly for the difcovery of a north- 
eaft paffage, has been undertaken by either 
public or private adventurers in England, fince 
ithatof Capt. Wood in the year 1670, till the 
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prefent year: and it is more than probable, 
that if the Ruffian difcoveries on the north of 
Afia had never taken place, the thoughts of 
finding a practicable paflage from Europe in 
that direétion, would bave lain dormant for 
ever. 

But the vaft and enterprizing genius of Peter 
the Great, in forcing his fubjeéts out of that 
obfcurity in which they had long been involved, 
has opened to the maritime powers new fources 
of commerce, and furnifhed frefh motives for 
new enterprizes, From a people unacquainted 
with a veffel bigger than a bark, and who knew 
no navigation but that of theit own rivers, that 
wonderful Prince not only taught them the ufe 
of fhips, but inftructed them in the true prin- 
ciples of building and equipping them. Nay, 
he did more; for after making himfelf known 
and admired throughout Europe, he conceived 
the defign of opening a communication with 
the remoteft parts of the globe, and difcovering 
to the world new countries whigh no European 
nation had ever yet explored. 

With this defign, he planned one of the 
boldeft enterprizes that ever entered into the 
heart of man; and though he did not furvive 
to fee it executed, the glory of the atchievement 
is wholly his. 

The country of Kamfchatka was as much 
unknown to his predeceffors, as it was to the 


reft of the civilized nations of the earth; yet 
he 
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he formed the defign of making that favage 
country the centre of the moft glorious at- 
chievements. 

It was in the laft year of this great Monarch’s 
life, that he commiflioned Capt. Behring to 
traverfe the wild, and then almoft defolate, 
country of Siberia, and to continue his route 
to Kamtfchatka, where he was to build one or 
more veflels, in order to difcover whether the 
country towards the north, of which at that 
time they “had no diftinét knowledge, was a part 
of America, or not; and if it was, his inftruc- 
tions authorized him to endeavour, by every 
poflible means, to feek and cultivate the ac« 
quaintance of fome European people, and to 
learn from them the ftate of the country at 
which he fhould arrive. If he failed in this, he 
was to make fuch difcoveries as circumftances 
fhould prefent, and commit to writing the re= 
fult of his obfervations for the ufe of his Im- 
perial mafter. 

To enter minutely into the particulars of 
Capt. Behring’s journey and voyage, would car- 
ry us beyond the limits prefcribed for this In- 
troduction: let it fuffice to fay, that after fur- 
mounting incredible difficulties, and fuffering 
hardfhips which none but a Ruffian could have 
furvived, he executed his commiffion fuccefs- 
fully, and returned to Peterfburg in fafety, after 
an abfence of five years, in which time, befides 
his voyage by fea, he had travelled, in going 
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and returning, eighteen. thoufand miles by 
land. 

It is from the fecond enterprizes of this afto- 
nifhing man, and from the fubfequent voyages 
of the Ruffians, that we are able to afcertain 
the exiftence of a north-eaft paflage; and it is 
from thence, and from the late voyage of Capt. 
Phipps, that, we think, we may fairly infer the 
practicability of it. 

It was fome time about the year 1740, that 
Capt. Behring embarked on his fecond voyage 
from Kamtfchatka, of which all that we know 
is, that he failed fouthward to the ifles of 
-Japan, and from thence eaftward about 80 
leagues. At that diftance from Japan he dif- 
covered land, which he coafted north-weft, ftill 
approaching to the north-eaft cape of Afia, 
which he doubled, and named Cape Shelvg- 
henfki, not daring to land till he arrived at the 
mouth of a great river, where, fending his 
boats with moft of his crew on fhore, they never 
more returned, being either killed or detained 
by the inhabitants, which made his difcovery 
incompleat ; for not having men fufficient left 
to navigate the fhip, fhe went on fhore on an 
uninhabited ifland, where the Captain unfortu- 
nately died. 

From this voyage, however, we learn, that 
the fea, from the north-eaft cape of Kamt- 
{chatka, is open to the ifles of Japan, and from. 
a fubfequent account of Ruffian voyages, pub- 
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lifhed in thé Philofophical Tranfactions, froma 
paper communicated by the celebrated Euler, 
it appears, that they paffed along in {mall vet- 
fels, coafting between Nova Zembla and the 
continent, at divers times in the middle of 
fummer, when thofe feas were open. The firft 
expedition was from the river Oby, latitude 66 
degrees north, longitude 65 degrees eaft from 
London, and at the approach of winter, the 
veffels fheltered themfelves by going up the Ja- 
nifka, the mouth of which is marked in our 
maps in latitude 70 degrees north, and in lon- 
gitude 82 degrees eaft; from whence the next 
fummer they proceeded to the mouth of the 
Lena in latitude 72 degrees north, and in lon- 
gitude 115 degrees, into which they again re- 
tired for the winter feafon. The third expedi- 
tion was from the mouth of this river, to the 
fartheft north cape of Afia, in 72 degrees of 
north latitude, and in 172 degrees of eaft lon- 
gitude from London. Thus the Ruffians hav- 
ing pafled between the continent and Nova 
Zembla, and, failed as far as the eafternmoit 
north cape, and the Englifh and Dutch having 
repeatedly failed through the ftraits that divide 
Nova Zembla from the continent, nothing can 
be a plainer demonflration of the reality of a 
north-eaft paflage, than the fum of the voyages 
here enumerated, when added together. The 
Englifh and Dutch fail to Wygatz, or the 
ftrait of Nova Zembla; the Ruffians fail from 
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Wygatz to the north cape of Afia; and Beh- 
ring from the north cape to Japan. This is an in- 
controvertible demonftration ; yet it is obvious, 
that this courfe can never be practicable to fhips 
employed in trade. The Ruffians, by taking 
the advantage of an open fea and mild wea- 
ther, in three years time accomplifhed but part 
of a voyage, which, by the Cape of Good 
Hope, may be made in lefs than one. Who 
therefore would run the hazard of fo defperate 
apaflage, forthe fake of reaping imaginary ad- 
vantages by an intercourle with favages, who, 
for aught we know,’ have nothing to exchange 
for European commodities, but the fkins of 
bears, or the bones of montters. 

But tho’ the paflage to the northern countries 


of the eaft was known to be impracticable 


to European navigators in this direction, it was 
worthy the greatnefs of a maritime people, to 
endeavour to determine the poffibility of at- 
taining the fame.end by another courfe. 

The mifcarriage and death of Barentz, and 
the fhipwreck of Capt. Wood, had left the 
queftion undetermined, whether the regions ad- 
joining to the pole are land or water, frozen or 
open fea. The advantages from this difcovery, 
befides the glory refulting from it, bad the de- 
cifion terminated in favour of navigation, would 
have been immenfely great. To have opened 
anew chanel of commerce at a time when our 
trade is languifhing, would have revived the 

BE drooping 








£y 
ery 






























































































































































sxvi 1 N SD aR DUUCC AON, 


drooping hopes of our manufa¢turers, and re- 
tained at home the numerous emigrants, who, 
for want of employment in their own country, 
are fecking new habitations, and new means of 
living in remote fettlements, of the certainty of 
which they have no experience. 

Ic muit be acknowledged to the lafting ho- 
nour of the noble Lord who prefides at the 
head of the admiralty board, and who patro- 
nized the undertaking, that the means to ren- 
der it fuccefsful, was in every refpect propor- 
tioned to the importance of the difcovery. 

The veffels that were made choice of were 
the propereft that could be devifed. Bomb 
ketches are in the firft inftance ftoutly built, 
and not being over large, are belt adapted for 
navigating feas that are known to abound with 
fhoals and covered rocks: thefe veffels, befides 
their natural {trength, were fheathed with plank 
of fealoned oak three inches thick, to fortify 
them againft the fhocks and preffure of the ice, 
that, in their progrefs, they muft infallibly en- 
counter. They were, befides, furnifhed with a 
‘double fet of ice poles, anchors, cables, fails 
and rigging, to provide againft the terrible ef- 
fects of the fevere and tempeftuous weather, 
that frequently happens in high latitudes, even, 
in the middle of the moft temperate feafons. 

Nor was his Lordfhip lefs careful to provide 
for the comfortable fubfiftance of the men, 
than for the prefervation of their lives, by his 
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wife direCtions in equipping their fhips. His 


firft care was, to iffue orders for killing and- 


curing a fufficient quantity of beef and pork 
in the beft manner poffible, that their provifi- 
ons might be good and frefh; and his next, to 
caufe one hundred buts of porter to be brewed 
with the beft malt and hops, that they might 
have proper drink to fortify them againft the 
rigour of the climate they were about to pals. 
‘heir peafe, oatmeal, rice and moloffus, were 
all provided with equal care, and when’ all 
things were in readinefs, the beer was ftowed 
in the holds, and the vacancies filled up with 
coals, which ferved as ballaft, that firing might 
not be wanting to warm and dry them: when 
cold, or wet with labour, or with watching, 
Add to this, that a double quantity of fpirits 
were put on board, with a large proportion of 
wine, vinegar, muftard, &c. &c. and what, we 
believe, was never before thought of in the 
fitting out of any King’s fhips, a confiderable 
quantity of tea and. fugar forthe fick, in cafe 
any thould be feized with that dreadful diforder, 
which rendered fhip provifions loathfome to 
Capt. James’s men, who were conftrained to 
winter in Charlton Ifland in 1632. Thefe men 
fell fick and had fore mouths, and could nei- 
ther eat beef, pork, fith, nor potage; the Sur- 
geon was every morning and evening obliged to 
pick their teeth, and cut away the pieces of 
rotten flefh from their gums, yet they could eat 

Ese nothing 





ess area ne, ates 


eh a 


SS Se SS 




















ee 








Sa 




































































































































































xxvii INT? 8G By Gi © Hy HOw: 


nothing but bread pounded im a mortar, and 
fried in oil, on which they fubfifted for feveral 
months. Incafe of accidents of this kind, and 
that tea fhould fail to anfwer the purpofes of nou- 
rifhment, a quantity of portable foup was like- 
wife provided. And to compleat the whole, a 
{tock of warm cloathing was laid in, confifting 
of fix fearnought jackets for each man, two 
milled caps, two pair of fearnought trowlers, 
four pair of milled ftockings, and an excellent 
pair of boots, with a dozen pair of milled 
mitts, two cotton fhirts, and two handkerchiefs, 

Thus equipped and provided, the command 
of the Race Horfe was given to the Hon. 
Conftantine Phipps, as Commodore, and that 
of the Carcarfe to Capt. Skiffington Lutwych 5 
the firft mounting eight fix pounders and four- 
teen {wivels, burthen three hundred and fifty 
tons; the latter four fix pounders and fourteen 
fwivels, burthen three hundred tons. 

Thus being premifed, let us now proceed to 
the Journal of the Voyage. 


JOURNAL 
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JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE 
TO DISCOVER THE 
NORTH EAST PASSAGE; 
UNDER THE COMMAND OF | 
THE HON. COMMODORE PHIPPS, 

AN D 
Cart. SKIFFINGTON LUTWYCH, 


IN HIS 


Muyjusny's SHips RACE HORSE AND 
CARCASE BOMBS. 


LL things being now infoartinna, the of- 
ficers on board, and the men. -paid their 
bounty-money of three pounds per -man, ac- 
cording tohis Majefty’s royal proclamation, for 
the encouragement of thofe who fhould:volun- 
tarily enter. to undertake the voyage. On the 
3d of June 1773, the Commodore made the 
fignal to weigh; but previous to their depar- 
ture; the Carcafe having been judged ‘too deep 
to navigate thofe heavy feas through which fhe 
was to pa{s,; the Captain obtained leave from 
the board of Admiralty to re-land ten of her 
compliment of men, and to put afhore fix of 
the eight fix-pounders with which fhe was 
puerecs with a quantity of provifions, pro- 
£ ‘portions 






















































































































































































[+30 J 
portioned to the number of men that it had 
been thought proper to difcharge. 

On Friday the 4th being off Sheernefs, the 
wind weft by north, and a frefh breeze, they 
took their departure, and continued their voyage 
without any material occurrence happening till 
Tuefday the 15th, when the Commodore made 
the fignaltolie to. They were then off Braffey 
IfMand, and many fifhing-boats from Shetland 
being ‘in fight, the men were invited on board, 
and fome fifh purchafed of thém at a cheap rate. 

On the 17th they took a new departure from 
Shetland, but the day following the fog thick- 
ened fo much, that it almoft approached to to- 
tal darknefs. During the continuance of the 
fog, the Commodore kept firing guns and beat- 
ing drums, to prevent the Carcafe from lofing 
company. As it was impoffible that one could 
fee the other at a fhip’s length, it was found the 
more neceflary to repeat and return the firing, 
left they fhould run foul of each other before 
they could be apprized of their danger. About 
five in the morning the mift cleared up, and 
about nine the Commodore being in fight, made 
the fignal to the Carcafe to fteer north-eaft. 
They were then‘in latitude 60 degrees 52 mi- 
nutes north by obfervation; the north end of 
Shetland Tfland bearing north by weft one half 
weft, feven or eight leagues. 

On the 17th they obferved a fail to the north- 
eaft, which the Commodore brought to, and 
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fpoke with. The breeze frefh, the weather 
hazy, and the wind variable, the Carcafe carrie 
ed away her main-top-maft ftudding fail yard ; 
which, however, was very foon fupplied. -La- 
titude this day by obfervation 62 degrees 5 3 mi- 
nutes north, 

Friday the 18th, being in the latitude of, 65 
degrees 9 minutes north, the cloathing allowed 
by the Government, of which notice has alrea- 
dy been taken in the Introduction, was deliver- 
ed out, and officers as well as men received their 
full proportion. This day the weather conti- 
nued as before. 

Saturday the rgth the weather varied to every 
point of the compafs, the Commodore broughe 
to, and fpoke with the Carcafe. Made fail 
about three in the morning, and at nine a large 
fwell. ‘Tacked and ftood to the eaftward. La- 
titude 66 degrees 1 minute north; longitude 
from London 33 minutes wett. 

Sunday the 2oth they purfued their courfe to 
the eaftward, with the wind north-weft, but 
variable; high breezes and clear air. They 
were now within the Polar circle, and at mid- 
night had an obfervation of the fun, and found 
their latitude 66 degrees 52 minutes north. 
Sounded on board the Commodore with a lead 
of one hundred weight, and a line of feven 
hundred and eighty fathom, to which was faf- 
tened a thermometer of Lord George Caven- 
difh’s conftruction. They found no bottom, 
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but the water was eleven degrees colder at that 
depth than on the furface. The Carcafe founded 
with four hundred and fifty fathoms only. 

Monday 21, light breezes and cloudy wea- 
ther. They obferved a whale on the north-eaft 
quarter, the firit they had yet feen in the north 
feas, ‘The weather now began to fet in fevere; 
the nights cold and the days cloudy. The 
Commodore obferving a whaling fnow with 
Hamborough colours flying, fired a fhot, and 
brought her to, She happened to be homeward 
bound with feals, and Mr. Wyndham, a gen- 
tleman of fortune, who had embarked on board 
the Commodore, with a view to profecute the 
voyage, finding nothing but foul weather and 
heavy feas, to gratify his curiofity, and being 
withal unable to endure the fea ficknefs, took 
paflage on board the Hamburgher, in order to 
return home; and having taken leave of his 
friends, by wifhing them a happy voyage, the 
Snow’s boat took him on board about feven in 
the morning, and at eight the Commodore and 
Carcafe puriued their voyage. 

Tuelday 22, the articles of war were read 
on board the Catcafe. The weather began to 
be piercing cold; they had reached the 7oth 


degree of north latitude, in a courfe nearly 
north, being only 14 minutes to the eaftward 
of London; and from their leaving Shetland 
to this day, they had feen nothing remarkable ; 
nor had any accident befallen either of the 
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fhips worth relating, except that of now and 
then {napping a rope, or breaking a yard inci- 
dents eafily repaired. This day it poured with 
rain; the air was thick, and the rain froze as it 
fell. Saw a large fhip to the north-weft, ftand- 
ing fouthward, but wanting no information that 
fhe could give, they purfued their voyage with- 
out fpeaking to her. 

Wednefday 23, the rain continued; the 
weather hazy ; heard three guns fire at a dif- 
tance, but faw no fhip or other objet. The 
whales are here in no great plenty, and few 
fhips appear in the open fea in purfuit of them. 
They generally at this feafon frequent the bays 
and creeks near the fhore, and only break 

away when they are purfued or wounded. 

On Thurfday the 24th, the Commodore chang- 
éd his courfe to eaft north-eaft; and on the 
25th they were in latitude 74 degrees 7 minutes 
north, and in 8 degrees 32 minutes eaft longi- 
tude from London. Served out to the fhip’s 
company plenty of muftard, pepper, vinegar, 
&c. The weather extremely cold and variable. 
At eight in the evening thick fog; at two in 
the morning frefh breezes; at eight clear wea- 
ther; at eleven fqually; and at noon calm, 
with fleet and {now. 

On Saturday the 26th, at midnight, they had 
an obfervation, and found themfelves in latitude 
Tt degrees Bil? minutes north; frefh gales, 
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fometimes rain, fleet, and fnow; at feven ix 
the morning clear weather and an open fea. 

Sunday 27, light airs from the fouthward, 
and cloudy weather; much warmer than the 
preceding day. It is remarkable, that the vi- 
ciffitudes of heat and cold are more frequent 
here than in the. more foutherly latitudes. It 
often changes from temperate to extreme cold; 
and that fuddenly. 

It fhould feem likewife, that the ice frequent- 
ly changes its place in this latitude; or thatitis 
more folid near Jand than in the open fea; for, on 
the 23d of June 1676, Capt. Wood, being more 
to the eaftward, fell in with ice right a-head, 
not more than a league diftant. He fteered 
along it, thinking it had openings, but found 
them to be bays. He founded, and found 
eround at one hundred and fifty-eight fathom, 
foft green oar. In fome places he found pieces 
of ice driving off a mile from the main body in 
ftrange fhapes, refembling fhips, trees, build- 
ings, beatts, fifhes, and even men, The main 
body of ice being low and craggy, he could 
fee hills of a blue colour at a diftance, and 
valleys that were white as fnow. In fome places 
he obferved drift wood among the ice. Some 
of the ice he melted, and found it frefh and 
good. This navigator never could advance far- 
ther to the north; but in feeking to penetrate 
the ice was fhip-wrecked, as has been already 
related in the Introduction. He therefore judged 
the 
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the ice impenetrable, and that land or ice furs 
rounded the pole. Our navigators found allo 
much wood in this latitude floating about the 
fhips, and faw great flocks of birds. 

~Monday 28, the weather altered; the wind 
weft. Frefh breezes, with rain and fleet. at- 
ter part thick fog. 

Tuefday 29, being in latitude 78 degrees 
north, and in longitude 6 degrees 29 minutes 
eaft from London, came in fight of land, when 
the fhips brought to, and the Captains held a 
confultation concerning their future courfe, 
The appearance of the land lay from eait-fouth- 
eaft to north-eaft; and this day they fpoke 
with the Marquis of Rockingham, Greenland- 
man, who, by their reckoning, were then in 
latitude. 79 degrees 40 minutes north, though 
by that of the Commodore, their latitude was 
only 78 degrees 3 minutes. This difference, it 
it probable, arifes from not making the proper 
allowance for refraction in this high latitude. 
The Greenlandman prefented each of the Com- 
manders with a deer and a half, which they 
found well-flavoured venifon, though not over 
fat. He likewife informed, that he had juft 
come from the ice, and that the day before, 
three whalers had been crufhed to pieces by its 
clofing upon them fuddenly. 

_ Wednefday 30, purfued their courfe. Clou- 
dy weather, Half paft four in the morning 
founded, one hundred and twelve fathoms foft 
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blue mud. . At this time Black Point, fo called 
from its dark appearance, bore north-eaft by eaft 
three quarters eaft, at the diftance of feven or 
eight leagues. At half palt . feven, in the 
morning, faw two fail in the north-weft quarter. 
At half paft twelve tacked and ftood to the 
eaft. Sounded, and found ground at one hun- 
dred and fifteen fathom. 

Thurfday July 1, light breezes and clear 
weather at midnight: the fun as bright as at 
noon day. Black Point eaft one half fouth, 
diftant feven leagues. At three in the morn- 
ing made Charles’s Ifland, and at nine faw a 
fail to the weftward whaleing ; they were then 
in latitude 78 degrees 18 minutes north, ‘by oba 
fervation. Sounded, and found the fame depth 
as before. 

Friday 2, light airs and moderate weather. 
Lay to and Hee the altitude of a mountain, 
which they named Mount Parnaffus; found it 
from the level of the fea to be three thoufand 
nine hundred and fixty feet high, covered with 
inow, and ata diftance refembling an ancient 
building, with fomething | like a turret a-top. 
The foot of this mountain, with the hills ad. 
joining, have fometimes a very fiery appear- 
ance, and the ice and {now on their fides rei em- 
bling trees and fhrubs, gliffen with a brilliancy 
that ees the PP isa of the brighteit gems. 
When this happens, a violent florm generally 
| | {ues 
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fucceeds.. Here they fhot fome fea fowl, but 
of an oily tafte. 

Saturday 3, proved a perfe& calm. They 
{poke with a Hollander, who foretold, that a 
degree or two farther north’ was the utmoft 
extent of their progrefs this feafon. Having 
doubled Cape Cold, they anchored. in fifteen 
fathom water, about three miles from the land, 
and fent the boats afhore for water, which they 
found in abundance, pouring down in little 
ftreams from the rocks. At five in the after- 
noon, by the mean of four azimuths, the varia- 
tion was found to be 18 degrees 36 minutes 
welt. Sounded, and found only fixty-five fa- 
thoms, foft brown mud. Mount Parnaffus 
eatt- north-eaft three or four leagues. —Among 
other reafons which Capt. Wood gave for with- 


ing to be employed on the difcovery of the 


north-eaft paflage, one was, that he might have 
an Opportunity of approaching the pole, in or- 
der to fettle an hypothefis, which he had long 
framed, whereby the inclination of the magne- 
tical needle under the horizon, in all latitudes 
and in all longitudes, with the variation of the 
compa({s, might be exactly determined. This na- 
vigator imagined two magnetical poles to exift : 
and that, by approaching the one, he fhould 
be able. to determine, the ation of the other. 
Tt does not: appear, that he ever explained his 
hypot hefis ; and there never has been but one 
jan, whofe name was Williams, fince his 
‘time, 
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i time, who pretended to know any thing of the 
i . matter. , 

Saturday 4, light breezes and hazey weather. 
Sounded, and only twenty fathoms deep ; rocky 
eround,. Hacluit’s Headland, or the nor- 
thermoft point of Spitfbergen, bearing north 
by eaft feven leaguese Many whalers in fight. 
Latitude by obfervation 79 degrees 34 minutes | 
north, longitude from London 8 degrees 10 
minutes eaft. Thermometer forty-feven. 

Monday 5, at two in the afternoon founded, 
and only fifteen fathom water; rocky ground. 
Thick fog. The Race Horfe fired guns as fig- 
nalsto keep company, which were anfwered by 
the Carcafe. A dreadful crackling was heard 
at a diftance, which proved the dafhing and 
grinding of the loofe pieces of ice againft each 
other, which is heard at many (eae dif- 
tance. Hlacluit’s Headland fouth-eaft by fouth, 
diftance fix or feven leagues. 

Tuefday 6, proved very foggy; the breezes 
flight, and iflands of ice beginning to appear. 
At three in the afternoon the Commodore 
hauled up from a large body of packed ice, 
and the fog thickening, both fhips kept firing 
| volleys of {mall arms, to prevent their aOTTE 
a | company. At half paft ten in the evening, the 
Wit extremes of the ice ftretching from ebro sett 
to eaft-north-eaft, the Commodore bore away ; 
and at half patt twelve loft fight of it. At 
half paft one in ne morning heard a violent 
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furf tothe fouth-eaft. At two tacked and ftood 
to che weftward. At half paft five the fog ga- 
thering, they began firing volleys of {mall 
arms... At fix faw the ice {tretching from eat 
by fouth, to north by eaft; and at feven was 
within fight of land. At ten Cloven Cliff 
ftood eaft-fouth-eaft, diftant about five or fix 
leagues. 

Wednefday the yth, the weather cloudy. 
They found themfelves befet among the loofe 
ice, which increafing continually, gave them 
incredible trouble. Obferving that it thickened 
to the eaftward, they hauled up, and ftood to 
the weftward; but in tacking, they were in 
danger of running foul. It was with difficulty 


they could keep any courfe, for the driffs of . 


ice came fo thick, as to whirl the fhips about, as 
if in a whirl-pool. 

Thurfday 8, the weather ftill remaining clou- 
dy, andthe wind variable, both fhips ftill were 
entangled in the ice; and the Carcafe being 
driven to leeward, hoifted out her long-boat to 
tow up with the Commodore. But the ice 
clofing very faft, it was impoffible for the boats 
to live, Orders were then given to tack and 
ftand to the fouthward ; but the fhips not being 
able to make head againft the accumulation of 
ice that continually gathered round them, were 
under a neceflity of applying to their ice-an- 
chors and poles, in order to warp through ic. 
At half paft eight in the evening, the ice bee 
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sinning to open, they again hoifted out their 
boats, and with difficulty towed the fhips round 
a cape of ice projecting from the main body, 
and at laft got clear. Atten the boats were 
hoifted on board. In extricating themfelves 
from this dangerous fituation, the Race Horfe 
had her beit bower-anchor fnapt in the fhank, 
clofe to the ftock, and the Carcafe loft her ftar> 
board bumpkin and head-rails. 

It frequently happens, that fhips befet among 
the icé in the manner above related, perifh 
by being dafhed to pieces againft the folid fields 
of ice, or crufhed by the broken pieces crowd- 
ing upon one another, and rifing fo faft about 
the fhip, as to exceed the height of her fides, 
and then there is no efcaping. They were told 
by fome experienced feamen, that the ice rifes 
out of the fea as high fometimes as mountains 5 
and that feveral of thefe mountains, by ftrik- 
jing together and coalefcing, form thefe iflands 
of ice that-are frequently feen in the lower lati- 
tudes, driving up and down the feaas the wind 
and tides direct them. 

The greateft danger to be apprehended, is, 
however, from the oofe ice; for the whalers 
often moot their fhips to the folid fields of ice, 
that at certain feafons feem to reft upon the 
earth, and appear fixed to it, and there find 
the beft’ fifhing. In fuch fituations it often . 
happens, that little or no loofe ice is to be 
feen; yet prefently upon a change of wind, or 
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[4t J 
the blowing of a ftorm, it fhall pour in upon 
them fo fuddenly, that they fometimes perifh in 
it. It is not poffible to account for the afto- 
nifhing quantity thae will gather in this manner 
in lefs than an hour’s time. 

Though it feems to be agreed, that many of. 
the largeft fields of ice are frozen to the depth 
of the fea in which they are found, and that 
they are bedded on the folid earth, yet it is 
equally certain, that they are often rent afun- 
der by the raging billows; and that in break- 
ing, they produce the moft terrifying noife in 
nature; nay, it is afierted, that the clafhing 
of the pieces of loofe ice againft each other, 
on any extraordinary agitation of the waves, 
is attended with a roaring fo. loud, that a man 
who is near it can hardly hear the found of his 
own voice. 

Friday the 9th, they hauled up to the weft- 
ward, and loft fight one of the other; bur 
about nine next morning they came in fight, 
and joined company. ‘The weather being now 
piercing cold, the people had an additional 
quantity of porter and brandy delivered to 
them; two quarts of porter and a pint of bran- 
dy being now every man’s daily allowance. 

Saturday July the 10th, the breeze frefh, and 
the weather'cloudy. They failed between num. 
berlefs pieces of ice, among which they faw fe- 
veral whales, but none of the whalers in pur- 
fuit of them. ‘The ice now becoming folid and 

G com- 

















Ie aa eT ee Sa ee — 



























































































































































































































































L 42 } 

compaét, they found it impracticable to conti= 
nue their courfe. And the difcovery of a paf- 
{age to the pole in that direction (upon holding 
a confultation ) appearing impracticable to every , 
officer on board of both fhips, the Commo- 
dore, at feven in the evening, hauled clofe to 
the wind; and the Carcafe, as foon as fhe could 
extricate herfelf, followed his example. The 
weather continuing fogey, with rain and fnow, 
the failors were almoft worn out with turning 
and winding; and although they ufed the ut- 
moft precaution in working through the nar- 
rows, yet they could not always avoid ftrikine 
againft the mountains that every where fur- 
rounded them. During this night’s work, they 
fteered a hundred different courles, to follow 
the channels. 

Sunday 11, having worked out of the ice, 
they failed along the main body, which ap- — 
peared perfectly folid and compact, without 
any paflage or inlet. This immenfe mafs of 
ice extended north-eaft, as far as they could fee 
from the maft-head ; and, no doubt, might be 
a continuation of that in which they were engag- 
ed afew days before. The fea was now to- 
lerably clear, for they met with no more fields, 
and only a few detached iflands. At half paft 
one in the morning they faw the land from 
fouth by weft, to fouth-fouth-eaft. At three 
in the morning they tacked; Cloven Cliff 
bearing fouth-fouth-eaft fix miles, At {even 
tacked 


























Se i ie << 
ht ie ee cinta eps ae, 
eS. area is SR Ragas ras oe 


[43 J 
tacked again. At eight. the Commodore bore 
away, and the Carcafe ftood after him. Cloven 
Cliff fouth one half weft, two or three leagues, 
jatitude 79 degrees 56 minutes north. 


Monday 12, at eight in the evening Cloven 
Cliff bearing weft-fouth-weft four or five miles, 
they founded in fifteen fathoms water, and 
found a rocky bottom, Saw feveral Englifh 
and Dutch Greenlanders at anchor in the Nor- 
ways: That being their rendezvous to the north- 
ward, they never chufe to proceed farther. 
Here they found the current fetting fo faft to 
eaftward, that they were forced to come to an 
anchor to keep from drifting on the ice ; the 
{well from weftward being fo great, that had that 
happened, it would of confequence have ftaved 
the fhips. At five in the morning a breeze from 
north-north-eaft fpringing up, they weighed, 
and made fail. At eight Hacluit’s Headland 
weft-fouth-weft one half weft, fix or feven 
leagues, at noon latitude 80 degrees 2 minutes 
north. 

Tuefday 13, the weather being clear and 
calm, and a ftrong eafterly current fetting in, 
at eight in the evening they came to with their 
ftream anchors and haufers in forty fathoms 
water ; but at nine a breeze fpringing up from 
the eaftward, they weighed, and next day came 
to an anchor in Smearingburgh Harbour. Clo- 
ven Cliff eaft one half fouth one mile, Weft 
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[ 44 J 
point of Voogle land north-north-weft one half 
weft, diftant one mile anda half; foundings fif- 
teen fathom fandy bottom. 

Elere they remained between five and fix 
days to take in frefh water, during which time 
cur journalift was employed in furveying the 
country, which to a ftranger had a very awful 
and romantic appearance. 

The country is ftoney, and as far, as can be 
{een full of mountains, precipices and rocks. 
Between thefe are hills of ice, generated, as it 
fhould feem, by the torrents that flow from the 
melting of the fnow onthe fides of thofe tower- 
ing elevations, which being once congealed, 
are continually increafed by the {now in winter, 
and the rain in fummer, which often freezes as 
foon as it falls. By looking on thefe hills, a 
{tranger may fancy a thoufand different fhapes 
ef trees, caftles, churches, ruins, fhips, whales, 
monfters, and all the various forms that fill the 
univerfe. Of the ice-hills there are feven, that 
nore particularly attract the notice of a ftranger, 
Thefe are known by the name of the feven ice- 
burgs, and are thought to be the higheft of the 
kind. in that country. . When the air is clear, and 
the, fun. fhines full upon thefe mountains, the 
profpect is inconceivably brilliant. They fome- 
times put on the bright glow of the evening rays 
of the iotting sun, when reflected upon glafs, at his 
going down, fometimes they appear of a:bright 
blu¢y, dike fapphire, and fometimes like the va- 
riable 
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riable colours of a prifm, exceeding in luftre 
the richeft gems in the world, difpofed in fhapes 
wonderful to behold, all glittering with a luftre 
that dazzles the eye, and fills the air with afto- 
nifhing brightnefs. 

Smearingburgh harbour, where they landed, 
was firft difcovered by the Dutch. Here they 
erected fheds and conveniences for boiling the 
oil from the fat of the whales, inftead of bar- 
relling it up to be boiled at home. Here alfo, 
allured by the hope of gain, they built a vil- 
Jage, and endeavoured to fix a colony: but the 
firft fettlers all perifhed in the enfuing winter, 
The remains of the village may be traced to 
this day; and their ftoves, kettles, kardels, 
troughs, ovens, and other implements, remained 
in the fhape of folid ice long after the utenfils 
themfelves were decayed. Our voyagers were 
told, that the Ruffians have lately attempted 
the fame thing, and that ten out of fifteen pe- 
rifhed lait winter in this fecond attempt. 

Where every object is new, it is not eafy for 
a ftranger to fix which firft to admire. The 
rocks are firiking objects: before a ftorm they 
exhibit a flery appearance, and the fun looks 
pale upon them, the {now giving the air a bright 
reflection. Their fummits are almoft always 
involyed ‘in clouds, fo that it is but juft pof- 
fible to fee the tops of them. Some of theife 
rocks are but one ftone from bottom to top, 
appearing like an old decayed ruin. Others 
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confift of huge maffes, veined differently, like 
marble, with red, white, and yellow, and pro- 
bably, were they to be fawed and polifhed, 
would equal, if not excel, the fineft Egyptian 
marble we now fo much admire. Perhaps the 
diftance and danger of carrying large blocks of 
ftones, may be the reafon that no trials have been 
made to manufacture them. On the foutherly 
and wefterly fides of thefe rocks grow all the 
plants, herbs, and moffes peculiar to this coun- 
iry;/on the northerly and eafterly fides the 
wind ftrikes fo cold when it blows from thefe 
quarters, that it perifhes every kind of vege- 
table. Thefe plants grow to perfection in a 
very fhort time. Till the middle of May the 
whole country is locked up in ice; about the 
beginning of July the plants are in flower, 
and about the latter end of the fame month, 
or beginning of Auguft, they have perfected 
their feed. The earth owes its fertility, in a 
creat meafure, to the dung of birds, who build 
and breed their young here in the fummer, and 
in the winter repair to more favourable climates. 

The plants that are moft common in Spitf- 
bergen are fcurvy-erafs and crows- -foot ; there 
are befides {mall houfe-leak, and a plant with 
aloe-leaves; an herb like ftone-crop; fome 
fmall fnake-weed ; moufe-ear; wood-ftraw- 
bery ; periwinkle; anda herb peculiar to the 
country which they call the rock- plant. The 


leaves of this plant are in fhape like a 
man’s 
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man’s tongue, above fix feet long, of a dull 
yellow colour. The ftalk is round and fmooth, 
and of the fame colour with the leaf; it rifes 
tapering, and fmells lke mufcles. -It is an 
aquatic, and rifes in height in proportion to the 
depth of water in which itis found. There 
are other plants and herbs, but thefe are the 
chief. Of flowers, the white poppy feems the 
principal. 

The rocks and precipices are full of fiffures 
and clefts, which afford convenient harbour : 
for birds to lay their eggs, and breed their of 
young in fafety. Moft of thefe birds are wa- oy 
ter-fowl, and feek their food in the fea. Some, a: 
indeed, are birds of prey 5 and purfue and kil - 
others for their own fuftenance, but thefe are 
rare. The water-fowl eat {trong and fifhy, and 
their fat is not to be endured. They are fo 
numerous about the rocks, as fometimes to 
darken the air when they rife in flocks; and they 
tcream fo horribly, that the rocks ring with their 
noife, | 

There are a few fmall birds like our fnipes, 
and a kind of fnow-bird, but different from 
that found about Hudfon’s bay. The gentle- 
men fhot fome of the water-fowl, bue they 
were ftrong and ill-tafted. 

The ice-bird is a very beautiful little bird, 
but very rare. He is in fize and fhape like a 
turtle-dove, but his plumage, when the fun iH 
fhines upon him, is of a bright yellow, like i 
the i 
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the golden ring-in the peacock’s tail, and al+ 
moft dazzles the eye to look upon it. 

The other inhabitants of this forlorn coun- 
try are white bears, deer, and foxes, How 
thefe creatures can fubfift in the winter, when 
the whole earth is covered with fnow, and the 
fea locked up in ice, is hardly to be conceived. 
It has. been faid, indeed, that when.the ocean 
is all frozen over, and no fuftenance to be pro- 
cured in this country, they travel foutherly to 
the warmer climates, where food proper for 
them abounds in the immenfe forefts of the 
northern continent. But whoever confiders 
the vaft diftance between Spitfbergen and the 
neareft parts of the northern continent, will be 
as much at a lofs to account for the fubfiftence 
of thefe creatures in their journey, as in the de+ 
folate region where they undoubtedly remain; 
The bear is by far the,beft accommodated te 
the climate of which he is an inhabitant. He 
is equally at home on land and water, and 
hunts diligently for his prey in both. In fummer 
he finds plenty of food from the refufe of the 
whales, fea-horfes and feals, which is thrown 
into the fea by the whalers, and cover the fhores 
during the time of whaling; and they have 
‘befides a wonderful fagacity in {melling ouc 
the carcafes of the dead, let them be ever fo 
deeply buried in the earth, or covered with 
ftones, The dead therefore that annually are 
buried here may contribute, in fome degree, 
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[ 49] i 
to the fubfiftence of a few of thefe creatures in i 
-winter ; but the queftion will flill recur, how 
the race of them fubfifted before the whale- 
fifhery had exiftence, and before men found 
the way to this inhofpitable fhore. Difquifi- 
tions of this kind, as they are beyond the reach 
of human comprehenfion, ferve only to raife 
our admiration of that omnipotent Being to 
whom nothing is impoffible. 

Thefe creatures, as they differ in nothing 
but their colour and fize from thofe commonly 
fhewn in England, need no defcription. 

The foxes differ little in fhape from thofe 
we are acquainted with, but in colour there is 
no fimilitude. . Their heads are black, and 
their bodies white. As they are beafts of p.cy, 
if they do not provide in fiimmer for the long 
recefs’ of winter, it were, one would think, 
almoft impoMible for them to furvive ; yet they 
are feen in plenty, though, by their fubtlety 
and {wiftnefs, they are not eafy to be catched. 

The Dutch feamen report, that when they 
are hungry they will feion themfelves dead, and 
when the ravenous birds come to feed upon | 
them, they rife and make them their prey. 

But the moft wonderful thing of all is, how 
the deer can furvive an eight months famine, 
Like ours they feed upon nothing that can be 
perceived, but the vegetables which the earth 
fpontaneoufly produces; and yet for eight 
months in the year, the earth produces neither 
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plant, herb, fhrub, or blade of any kind. of 
grafs whatever. They are, befides, but thinly 
cloathed for fo fevere a climate, and what feenis 
{till worfe, there is not a buth to be feen to 
fhelter them, within the diftance that any man 
has yet difcovered. The means of their fub- 
fiftence muft therefore remain amone the fecrets 
of nature, never to be difclofed, as no human 
being can ever live here, fo as to be able to trace 
thefe creatures to their winter’s refidence. 

Amphibious creatures abound the moft about- 
the founds and bays of Spitfbergen, and they 
feem beft adapted to endure the climate. Thefe 
are the feals, or fea dogs, and morfes, or fea 
horfes ; of which the whalers avail themfelves, 
when difappointed in compleating their lading 
with the fat of whales. 

The feal is fufficiently known; but the fea- 
horfe, as it is a creature peculiar to high lati- 
tudes, is therefore more rare. It is not eafy to 
fay how he came by his name; for there is no 
more likenefs between a fea-horfe and a land- 
horfe, than there is between a whale and an ele- 
pbant. The fea-horfe is not unlike the feal in 
fhape. He hasa large round head, larger than 
that of a bull, but fhaped more like that of a 
pug-dog without ears, than any other animal 
we are acquainted with. He tapers all the way 
down to the tail, like the fifh we call a lump, 
and his fize is equal to that of the largeft fized 
ox. His tufks clofe over bis under jaw, lke 

thofe, 
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thofe of a very old boar, and are in leneth | 
from one foot to two or more, in proportion to 
the fize and age of the animal that breeds them. 
His fkin is thicker than that of a bull, and 
covered with fhort moufe-coloured hair, which 
is fleeker and thicker, juft as he happens to be in 
or out of feafon when he is caught. His paws, 
before and behind, are like thofe of a mole, 
and ferve him for oars when he fwims, and 
for legs to crawl when he goes upon the ice, or 
on fhore. Heisa fierce animal, but being un- 
weildy when on land, or on the ice, is eafily 
overcome. 

Thefe animals are always found in herds, 
fometimes of many hundreds together, and if 
One is attacked, the reft make a common caufe, 
and ftand by one another till the laft gafp. If 
they are attacked in the water, they will fight 
defperately, and will even attempt the boats of 
their purfuers, if any of them are wounded, 
and not mortally. Some of them have been 
known to make holes in the bottom of the 
boat with their tufks, in defence of their 
young. Their eyes are large, and they have 
two holes in the upper part of the neck, out 
of which they eject the water, in hike manner as 
it is ejected by whales, 

Though the fea about Spitfbergen is full of 
fifh, yet they rather appear to be defigned by 
Providence for the fuftenance of one another, 
than for the food of man. The mackarel, of 

rive which 


















































































































































































































































































































































[ 52] 
which there are no great plenty, feem not only 
to be the moft wholefome, and the moft pala- 
table, but alfo the moft beautiful. They feem 
to be a different fpecies to thofe caught upon 
our coafts. The upper part of the back is of 
a vivid blue; the other part as low as the belly 
of a gem-like green on an azure ground. Un- 
derneath the belly the colour is a tranfparent 
white, and the fins fhine like polifhed filver. 
All the colours glow when alive in the fea with 
fuch a richnefs, that fancy can hardly form to 
itfelf any thing in nature more beautiful. Al- 
moft all the other fifh on this coaft are of an 
oily nature, and of avery indifferent flavour, 
The faw, or {word fifh, is remarkable not 
only for the oddity of his fhape, but alfo for 
his enmity tothe whale. This fifh takes his 
name from a broad flat bone, in length from 
two to four feet, which projects from his nofe, 
and tapers toa point. On each fide, it has 
teeth like a comb, at the diftance of a finger’s 
breadth afunder. He is alfo furnifhed with a 
double row of fins, and is of aftonifhing 
ftreneth in the water. His length from ten 
to twenty feet. He feems to be formed for war, 
and war is his profeffion. The conflict betwixt 
him and the whale is dreadful, yet he never 
eives over till his fword is broken, or he comes 
off victorious. 
The whale is a harmlefs fith, and is never 
known to fight but in his own defence. Yet 
when 
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when he is exafperated, he rages dreadfully. it 
Though from his magnitude, he may be called 
the fovereign of the feas; yet, like other fove- 
reigns, he is liable to be vexed and hurt by 
the meaneft reptiles. ‘The whale’s loufe isa 
moft tormenting little animal. Its fcales are as 
hard as thofe of our prawns; its head is like 
the loufe’s head, with four horns, two that 
ferve as feelers, the other two are hard, and 
curved, and ferve as clenchers to fix him to the 
whale. On his cheft, underneath, he has two 
carvers, like f{cythes, with which he collects his ie 
food, and behind thefe are four feet, that ferve f 
him for oars. He has, moreover, fix other iy 
clenchers behind, with which he can rivet him- 
felf fo clofely to his prey, that he can no other- 
wife be difengaged, but by cutting out the 
whole piece to which he is joined. He is joint- 
ed on the: back like the tail of a lobfter, and Va 
his tail covers him like a fhield when he is 4 
feeding. He fixes himfelf on the tendereft ia | 
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parts of the whale’s body;'between his fins, on i A 
his fheath, and on his lips, and eats pieces out | i 
of his flefh, as if eaten by vultures. My 
They found no fprings of frefh-water in | 
Spitfbergen ; but in the ‘Valleys, between the i 


mountains, are many little rills caufed by . 
the rain and melting of the fnow in fum- 


4 
mer; and from thefe rills the fhips are fup- 1 
; plied. Some are of opinion, that this water is a 
unwhole- i 
i} 
i 
i 















































































































































































































































































































































[54] 
unwholefome, but they are more nice than wife, 
The whaling people have drank of it for ages, 
and have found noill effects from the ufe of it. 
Ice taken up in the middle of thefe feas and 
thawed, yields alfo good frefh water. 

On board the Race Horfe, Dr. Irvine, the 
gentleman who received the premium by a erant 
of parliament, for his diicovery of aneafy pro. 
cefs for making falt-water frefhvat fea, tried ma- 
ny experiments at Spitfbergen, and in the courfe 
of the voyage; the refult of which will appear 
at a proper time. That gentleman had formed 
a project for preferving flefh-meat frefh and 
{weet in long voyages, but it did not anfwer 
in this. 

In calm weather they remarked, that the fea 
about the iflands appeared uncommonly ftill and 
fmooth ; that it was not fuddenly moved at the 
firft approach of blowing weather; but that 
when the ftorm continued, the waves fwelled 
gradually, and rofe to an incredible height.— 
Thefe {welling waves! fucceffively follow one 
another, and roll along before the wind, foam- 
ing and raging in a frightful manner, yet they 
are thought lefs dangerous than thofe that break 
fhort, and are Jefs mountainous. 

They obferved likewife, that the ice that 
refted on the ground was not ftationary, but 
that it changed place; and they learnt alfo, 
that in fome feafons there was no ice, where this 
feafon they were in danger of being embayed. 

There 
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There does not, however, from thence appear 4 
the Jeaft reafon to conclude, that any praéti- 
cable paffage to the Indian ocean can ever be 
found in this dire€tion ; for were it certain that 
the feas were always open under the pole, yet 
great bulwarks of ice evidently furround it, 
fometimes at a lefs, and fometimes ata greater 
diftance. Moreover, were it poflible that chance 
fhould direct fome fortunate adventurer to an 
opening at one time, it would be more than a 
million to one, if the fame opening were pafia- 
ble to the next who fhould attempt it. 

There are many harbours about Spitfbergen, 
befides that of Smearingbure, where {hips em- 
ployed in the whale fifhery take fhelter in ftor- 
my weather; and there are fome iflands, fuch 
as Charles’s IMand, the Clifted Rock, Red-Hill, 
Hacluit’s Headland, &c. that ferve as lands 
marks, by which feamen dire& their courfe, 3 
Thefe iflands are full of the nefts of birds; but | | 
their eges are as naufeous as the ficfh of the . 
fowls that Jay them. The failors fometimes ia 
eat them, but they are filthy food. Even the 
geefe and ducks on the-neighbouring iflands eat 
fifhy and ftrong. 

The air about Spitfbergen is never free from 
ificles.. If you look through the fun-beams 
tran{verfely as you fitin the fhade, or where you 
fee the rays confined in a bedy, inftead of dark 
motes, as are feen here, you fee myriads of 
fhining particles that fparkle like diamonds; 

and 
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[56 J 
and when the fun fhines hot, as it fometimes 
does, fo as to melt the tar in the feams of fhips 
when they lie fheltered from the wind, thefe 


fhining atoms feem to melt away, and defcend 


like dew. 

It is feldom that the air continues clear for 
many days together in this climate ; when that 
happens, the whalers are generally fuccefsful. 
There is no difference between night and day 
in the appearance of the atmofphere about 
Spitfbergen, one being as light as the other, 
only when the fun is tothe northward, you may 
look at him with the naked eye, as at the moon, 
without dazzling. The fogs here come on fo 
fuddenly, that from bright fun-fhine, you are 
prefently involved in fuch obfcurity, that you 
can hardly fee from one end of the fhip to the 
other. 

While our journalift was bufy in making 
his obfervations, all belonging to the fhips 
were differently engaged in one employment or 
other; fome in taking in water, fome in fifh- 
ing, fome in hunting, fome in handing the fails, 
and fpreading them out to dry, fome in fcrub- 
bing the fhip, and fome in viewing the coun- 
try. The Commanders and officers, with Mr. 
Lyon, Mr. Robinfon, &c. bufied themfelves 
in making obfervations, being furnifhed with 
an apparatus, that is faid to have coft at leaft 
one thoufand five hundred pounds, , From fuch 
a fet of inftruments, in the hands of the ableft 

obfer- 
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abfervers, the nation can boaft, fome very cone 
fiderable difcoveries. in the phenomena of the 
polar regions may ,be expected. They landed 
their. inftruments in a {mall ifland, in Vogle 
Sound, and had feveral opportunities during 
their ftay of ufing themto advantage. Having 
erected two tents, the Captains from the filhery 
frequently vifited the oblervers, and exprefled 
their admiration not only at the perfection of 
the inftruments, but likewife at the dexterity 
with which they were accommodated. 

The ice began to fet in a-pace, yet the weather 
was hot. The thermometer from fifty-fix 
in the cabin rofe to ninety inthe open air. It 
was {till ten degrees higher on the top of-a 
mountain to which it was carried. The ifland 
on which the experiments were made, they call- 
ed Marble Ifland, from the rock by which it 
is formed. Having watered, and finifhed their 
obfervations, the thips prepared to depart. 

Monday July the igth, the Commodore made 
the fignalto weigh; at two in the afternoon 
the fhips were under fail, and as foon as they 
had made their offing, flood to the eaftward. 
‘At three they tacked and fteered northward ; 
and before four were again entangled among 
the leofe ice, through. which they failed, di- 
recting their courfe along the main body, which 
day from north-welt to fouth fouth-eaft. > 

. Tuefday the 20th, they continued their courfe 
along the ice, but could difcover ng opening, 
dpe though 
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though they fearched every creek, and left no 
bay or turning unexamined. This day they 
obferved what the failors call a mock-fun, a_ 
phzenomenon well enough known in this climate. 
Hacluit’s Headland bore fouth-weft one half 
fouth forty-fix leagues; the weather cloudy, 
with rain; exceffive cold. Thermometer 37 
degrees 46 minutes. 

Wednefday the 21ft, the feverity of the wea- 
ther increafing, an additional quantity of bran- 
dy was ferved out to the people, and every com- 
fortable refrefhment afforded them, that they 
themfelves could with or require. The courte 
of the ice lay this day north-eaft. 

Thurfday 22, nothing remarkable. 

Friday the 23d, they faw land from eaft by 
fouth, to fouth-eaft by fouth. At four in the 
morning, Hacluit’s Headland bore fouth-eaft 
ten leagues ; the wind variable, and the weather 
cold, with fleet and fnow. Thermometer 40 
degrees. 

Sunday 25, they had gentle breezes, with 
cloudy weather, and were engaged among fome 
pieces of ice, feparated from the main body, 
which kept them continually tacking and luffing, 
At length they entered among mountains and 
iflands of ice, which came upon them fo faft, 
that it was with the utmoft difficulty they could 
proceed; the Carcafe having feveral times 
{truck againft them with fuch violence, as to 
raife her head four feet out of the water, They 

now 
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now imagined, from the folidity and extent of a 
thefe iflands, that the late ftrong gales had 
caufed a feparation from the main body, the 
Commodore therefore changed his courfe with 





W 

| 

a t 

a {trong gale to the eaftward; in the morning ve 
the weather became moderate. i ' 
Monday 26, at feven in the morning, they i t 


came in fight of Red-hill, a fmall mount 
which commands an open plain, known by the 
name of Deers-field, by reafon of its fertile 
appearance, it being the only {pot on which 
they faw no drifts of {fnow. To the eaftward 
Vies Muffin’s IMand. Here they founded, and 
found forty-five fathom water; rocky ground. 
Capt. Lutwich fent out the long boat, with or- 
ders to found along the fhore, and to examine 
the foil. This ifland is about a mile long, ve- 
ry low, and looks at a diftance like a black 
fpeck. Though the foil is moftly fand and 
loofe ftones, and hardly fo much as a green 
weed upon it, yet it is remarkable for the num- 
ber of birds that refort to it in fummer to lay 
their eggs, and breed their young; and thefe 
not of one kind only, but of many different 
forts, as geefe, ducks, burgomatters, ice-birds, 
malamucks, kirmews, rotgers, and almoft eve- 
ry other fpecies of birds peculiar to the climate ; 
infomuch, that the egos were fo numerous, and 
Jay fo thick upon the ground, that the men 
who landed found it difficult to walk without 
filling their fhoes. 
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While the crew of the boat, ten in number, 
with their valiant officer at their head, were 
examining the ifland, after having founded the 
fhores, they obferved two white bears making 
towards them, one upon the ice, the other in 
the water. Major Buz, for that was their of- 
ficer’s travelling title, like Falftaff, was always 
the boldeft man in company over acup of fack, 
and minded kiling a bear no more than killing 
a gnat; but feeing the bears approach very fait, 
e{pecially that which came in the water, he or- 
déred his men to fire while yet the enemy was 
at a diftaiice, as he did not think it prudent to 
hazard the lives of his little company in clofe 
fight. All of them pointed their mufkets, and 
fome of the parey obeyed orders; but the 
greater part judging it fafer to depend upon a 
referved fire, when they had feemingly difcharged © 
their pieces, pretended to retreat. The Major, 
a full fathom in the belly, endeavoured to wad- 
dle after his companions ; but being foon out 
of breath,. and feeing the bear that came in 
the water had juft reached the fhore, thought 
of nothing now but falling the firft facrifice. 
His hair already ftood an end; and looking 
behind him, he faw the bear at no great diftance, 
with his ‘nofe in the air fnuffing the fcent. He 
had all the reafon in the world to believe it was 
him: that he fcented, and he had fcarce breath 
enough left to call to his men to halt. In this 
critical fituation he unfortunately dropt his gun, 

‘ and 
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and in ftooping to recover it {tumbled againtt 

a goofe-neft, ‘fell {quafh upon his belly into ir, 

and had very nigh {motheréd the dam upon her 

eggs. The old faying is, mistortunes feldom 

come alone. Before.he could well rife, the en- 

aged gander came flying to the affiftance of 

his half-fmothered confort, and making a dart 

at the eye of the affailant, very narrowly miffed 

his mark, but difcharged his fury plump upon 

his nofe. The danger now being preffing, and 

the battle ferious, the béar near, and the cans 

der ready for a fecond attack, the men, who 

had not fied far, thought it high time to return 

to the relief of their leader. Overjoyed to fee 

them about him, but frighted at the bear juft 

behind him, he had forgot the gander that was 

over his head, againft which one of the men 

having levelled his piece, fired and he fell dead oF 

at the Major’s feet. Animated now by the © 4 j 

death of one enemy, he recovered his gun, and i 

faced about to affift in the attack of the fecond. ia 

By this time the bear was fcarce ten yards from 

him, and beginning to growl, the Major juft 

in the inltant was feized with a loofenefs, dropt 

his accoutrements, and fell back, that he might 

not be in the way of his party, to impede the 

engagement. In the hurry he was in, for ina 

man of fuch valour we muit not fay the fright, 

he entangled his buttons, and not being able 

to hold any longer, he filled his breeches. The 

crew in an inftant had brought down the bear, 
and 
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and now it was time for their leader to do fome- 
thing great. Having recovered his arms, and 
feeing the poor beait groveling on the ground, 
and growling out his laft, hke a ram in a pin- 
fold, making a fhort race backwards in order 
to redouble his force, he came with nine long 
ftrides forwards, and with the ftrength and 
fiercenefs of an enraged bull, thruft his lance 
full four feet deep in the dying bear’s belly. 
And now, fays the Major, cocking his hat, 
have not I done fer the bear bravely! The 
failors, who are always in a good humour 
upon fuch occafions ; but Captain, faid they, 
you have but half done your work, you have 
another bear to kill yet. The Major, whofe 
fituation began to be troublefome, content with 
the honour he had already acquired, my lads, 
{aid he, as ] have been the death of one bear, fure 
fix of you may kill the other; fo ordering four 
of them to row him on board, he left the re- 
maining fix to kill the other bear. 


On this ifland two bears were killed, and a 
fea-horfe. The fea-horfe made a delperate de- 
fence, being attacked in the water; and had 
there been only one boat engaged in the com- 
bat, he certainly would have come off victo- 
rious ; but the crew of the Race-horfe having 
learnt that there were bears and fea-horfes on 
this little fpot, were willing to fhare in the 
‘fport of hunting them, as well as in the plea- 
fare of tafting their flefh, They accordingly 
landed 
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landed in their boats, and came in good time 
to affift in purfuing the conqueft. It happened, 
however, that their ammunition ,being almoft 
fpent, one great bear came up to revenge the 
death of his fellows, and advanced fo furioufly, 
growling and barking, that he put the whole 
company to flight, and fome of them, it is 
faid, had no great reafon to laugh at the Major. 

On founding the fhores they remarked, that 
when the north iflands bear north forty-five eaft, 
feven or cight leagues, and Red-hill eaft by 
fouth five miles, there is generally from twenty- 
five to thirty fathom hard oround; but that 
clofer on fhore, when Red-hill bears ea(t one- 
fourth fouth about one mile, it increafes to 
one hundred and fifteen fathom, with foft black 
mud. The current about one mile an hour to 
the north-eaft, 

Tuefday 27, the air being perfe@ly ferene, 
and the weather moderate, the fithes feemed to 
‘enjoy the temperature, and to exprefs it by their 
{porting. The whales were feen {pouting their 
fountains towards the fkies, and the fin. fifth 
following their example. They likewife this 
day faw dolphins; the whole profpect in thort 
was more pleafing and picturefque than they 
had yet beheld in this remote region. The 
very ice in which they were befet looked beau- 
tiful, and put forth a thoufand glittering forms, 
and the tops of the mountains, which they could 
fee like fparkling gems at a vaft diftance, had 

the 
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the appearance of fo many filver ftars illumi- 
nating a new firmament: But this flattering 
profpect did not continue long. By an accu- 
rate obfervation, they were now in latitude 
80 deg. 47 min. north; and in longitude 
21 deg. 10 min, eaft from London; and in 
ficht of feven iflands to the north, to which 
they directed their courfe. 

Wednefday 28, they had frefh eafterly 
breezes, which, trom moderate weather the day 
before, changed to piercing cold. At midnight 
the weft end of Weygate ftraits bore fouth by 
eaft, fo that they were now in the very fpot 
where Barentz had fuppofed an opening would 
be found into the polar fea. Yet fo far from 
it, they could difcover nothing from the maft- 
head, but a continued continent of folid ice, 
except the iflands already mentioned. On this 
ice, however, there were many bears, fome of 
which came fo near the fhips as to be fhot dead 
with {mall arms. Thefe bears are very oood 
eating, and where no better is to be purchafed, 
the whalers account them as good as beef. They 
are many of them larger than the largeft oxen, 
and weigh heavier. In many parts of their 
body they are mufixet proof, and unlefs they 
are hit on the open cheft, or on the flank, a 
blow with a mufket ball will hardly make them 
turn their backs. Some of the bears killed in 
thefe encounters weighed from feven to eight 
hundred weight; and it was thovght, that the 
bear 








wehbe nk ae Rita asl tek An aes a ae SSE a oe 


VOYAGE vo tHe Nortn-East. 65 


bear that routed the failors on Muffin’s Ifland, 
could not weigh lefs than a thoufand weight, 
He was, indeed, a very monfter! 

Thurfday 29, failing among innumerable 
iflands of ice, they found the main body too 
folid for the fhips to make the leaft impreffion 
upon it, and finding no opening, the Commo- 
dore refolved to fend a party under the com- 
mand of the firft Lieutenant to examine the 
land, which at a diftance appeared like a plains 
diverfified with hills and mountains, and ex- 
hibited in their fituation a tolerable landfkip. 

On trying the water, it was lefs falt than any 
fea water they had ever tafted; and they found 
likewife, that the ice was no other than a body 
of congealed frefh water, which they imagined 
had been frozen in the infancy of the earth. 

Tuefday. 30, the weather being clear, they 
ran clofe to the main body of the ice, and the 
fun continuing to fhine; made them almoft for- 
‘get the climate they were failing in, but it was 
not long before they had reafon for fevere re- 
colleétion. In coafting along, they obferved 
many openings, and were in hopes, from their 
diftant. appearance, that a paflage might be 
made between them; but upon trial it was 
found, as the Dutch fifhermen had foretold, 
that thefe appearances were deceitful. At one 
in the morning fine clear fun-fhine, they found- 
ed in fixteen fathom water, and found {mail 
ftones at. bottom. They were then about four 

K miles 
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miles from the north-eaft part of the northern- 
moft land; the eafternmoft land in fight, diftant 
about five or fix leagues. 

Saturday 31, at midnight, the eafternmolt 
land in fight lay eaft-north-eaft one half eaft, 
which they could not make out to be an ifland. 
They rather judged it to be a continent, but 
found it impoffible to determine with certainty, 
as it lay beyond their reach. At nine in the 
morning the Carcafe hoifted out her cutter, and 
filled her empty water-cafks with water from 
the ice. On this ice lie great quantities of 
fnow, and as foon as a pit is dug, it fills with 
fine foft clear water, not inferior to that of ma- 
ny land fprings. At noon they founded in 
ninety-five fathoms, the ground foft mud. This 
day a bear came over the ice to vifit them, the 
firft they had feen fince they left Muffin’s 
Ifand. They faluted him with a volley of 
fmal{ arms, and he returned the compliment, 
by turning his back upon them. Their longi- 
tude was this day 21 degrees 26 minutes eaft, 
by time-keeper. Thermometer forty-five. 
~~ Sunday Auguft 1, proved a day of trial, 
Lying too among the clofe ice, with the loofe 
ice driving fa{t to fhore, the Commodore was 
defirous of furveying the wefternmoft of the 
feven iflands, which appeared the higheft, in 
order to judge, from the profpeét on the hills, 
of the poffibility of proceeding farther on the 
difcovery. With this view they carried out 
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their ice-anchors, and made both fhips faft to 
the main body, a practice very comnion with 
the fifhing fhips that annually frequent thofe 
feas. Of the reconnoitring party, were the 
Captains, the fecond Lieutenants, one of the 
mathematicians, the pilots, and fome chofen 
failors, felected from both fhips. They fet out 
about two in the morning, and fometimes fail- 
ing, fometimes drawing their boats over the 
ice, they with difficulty reached the fhore, 
where the firft objects they faw were a herd 
of deer, fo very tame, that they feemed as 
Curious to gaze at the {trangers, as the ftran- 
ges were pleafed to fee them; for they came five 
or fix together fo near, that they might have 
been killed with the thruft of a bayonet; a 
proof that animals are not naturally afraid of 
man, till, by the fate of their aflociates, they 
are taught the danger of approaching them; 
a proof too, that animals are not deititute of é 
reflection, otherwife how fhould they conclude, 
that what has befallen their fellow animals, 
will certainly happen to them, if they run the 
like rifque. The gentlemen, however, fuffered 
only one of thefe fearlefs innocents to be fired 
at, and that was done by a failor when they 
were abfent on obfervation. i 

On this ifland they gathered Aven patente 
erafs, and in many places they could perceive 
the fides of the hills covered with the verdure &§ 
on which thefe deer undoubtedly fed. a 
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After having afcended the higheft hills on 
the fea-coaft, and taken a view of the country 
and the ocean all round, the gentlemen def 
cended, and about five in the afternoon em- 
barked again on their return to the fhips, at 
which they arrived fafe about ten, after an ab- 
fence of twenty hours. They were greatly 
difappointed by the hazinefs of the weather on 
the tops of the mountains, which confined the 
profpect, and prevented their taking an obfer- 
vation with the inftruments they had carried 
with them for that purpofe. 

There is here a {mall variation in the journals 
of the two fhips; that kepton board the Com- 
modore making the diftance between the ifland 
and the fhips near twenty miles; the other only 
five leagues, which might eafily happen, as the 
fhips fhifted their ftations with the main body 
of ice, fometimes driving north weft, fome- 
times the contrary courfe, as the wind and tides 
happened to fit. 

' Their fituation now began to be ferious, and 
it was difcovered too late, that by grappling to 
the ice, as practifed by the Greenlandmen, they 
had endangered the lofs of the fhips, the loofe 
ice clofing fo faft about them, that they found 
it abfolutely impoffible to get them difengaged ; 
and there was, befides, great reafon to fear, 
that one or both would foon be crufhed to 
pieces. Great minds are ever moft diftinguifh- 
ed by their expedients on the moft alarming 

occafions. 
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occafions. The Commodore fet all hands to 
work to form a dock in the folid ice, large 
enough to moor both fhips; and by the alacris 
ty with which that fervice was performed, the 
fhips were preferved from the danger of imme- 
diate deftruction. 

The fhips being thus far fecured, the of- 
ficers, pilots, and mafters, were all fummoned 
on board the Commodore, to confult on what 
further was to be done in their prefent unpro- 
mifing fituation,; when it was unanimoufly 
agreed, that their deliverance was hopelefs ; 
and that they muft either provide to winter 
upon the adjacent iflands, or attempt to launch 
their boats into the open fea, which was already 
at a confiderable diftance ; for the loofe ice had 
poured into the bay in which they were at an- 
chor with fo much rapidity, and in fuch afto- 
nifhing quantities, that the open fea was alrea- 
dy far out of fight. Before any thing farther 
was undertaken, the men’ were ordered to their 
quarters, that they might refrefh themfelves 
with fleep. 

While their Commanders preferve their for- 
titude, the failors never lofe their courage. 
They roe in the morning with as much alacrity 
and unconcern, as if they had been failing with 
a fine breeze in the Britifh Channel. 

Auguft 2, it was now thought advifeable to 
make one defperate attempt to extricate the 
fhips, by cutting a channel to the weftward into 
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the open fea. The fcooping out the dock with 
fo-much expedition, by a party only of one 
fhip, raifed high expectations of what might be 
performed. by the united labours of both the 
crews. No body of men ever undertook a 
work of fuch difficulty with fo much chearful- 
fiefs and confidence of fuccefs, as the failors 
obferved on this occafion. Their ice-faws, axes, 
ledges, poles, and the whole group of fea-tools, 
were in an inftant all employed in facilitating 
the work; but after cutting through blocks of 
folid ice from eight to fifteen feet deep, and 
coming to others of many fathoms, that ex- 
ceeded the powers of man to feparate, that was 
laid afide as a hopelefs projet; and another 
more promifing, though not lefs laborious, a- 
dopted in its room. 

On the 3d of Auguft, after the men had 
again refrefhed themfelves with fleep, it was 
refolved to fit up the boats belonging to both 
the fhips with fuch coverings as were moft eafy 
to be accommodated, and of lighteft convey- 
ance; and by fkating them over the ice, endea- 
vour to launch them in the open fea. Could 
this be effected, they hoped, that by failing and 
rowing to the northernmoft harbour of Spitf- 
bergen, they might arrive at that ifland, before 
the departure of the laft thips belonging to the 
fithery for Europe. 

. While the boats ‘were getting ready for this 
expedition, a fecond party were. difpatched ta 
the 
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the ifland, with orders to take the diftance as 
exact as it was poflible to the neareft open. fea. 
As all the people belonging to the fhips were 
not to be engaged in thele fervices, thofe who 
were unemployed diverted themfelves in hunting 
and killing the bears, that now, attracted per- 
haps by the favory {mell of the provifions 
dteffed on board the fhips, came every day over 
the ice to repeat their vifits. Several of thefe 
were killed occafionally, and this day they 
fought a fea-horfe, in which engagement the 
fecond Lieutenant of the Carcafe fignalized his 
courage in a moft defperate rencounter, in 
which, however, he fucceeded, though his life 
was in imminent danger. 

On the 4th the carpenters, &c. were flill em- 
ployed in fitting up the boats. The pilots, 
who the day before had been fent to make ob- i i 
fervations on the iflands already mentioned, | Y 
made their report, that the neareft water they | 
had feen was about ten leagues to the weftward ; 
that in their paffage they had met with great 
numbers of fpars or pine trees, floating about 
the ifland, fome of them of confiderable fize, 
with the bark rotted off, and the bodies much 
worm-eaten; that there was neither tree nor 
fhrub to be feen growing on any of the feven 
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iflands, nor upon any land that they had yet 
difcovered in that latitude, nor for ten degrees 
farther fouth, and that the trees they had feen 
muft therefore have come from a great diftance. 

Though 
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Though there is nothing now in this obfer- 
vation, the like being annually obferved by all 
the navigators who frequent thofe feas in the 
fummer, and who collect their wood from thofe 
drifts, yet the country from whence they pro- 
ceed has hitherto been thought a myftery. 
‘But it being now certain, that many of the 
great rivers that flow through the northernmoft 
parts of Ruflia, empty themfelves into this fea; 
and that there is an open communication 
throughout the different parts of it at different 
feafons of the year, there feems very little reafon 
to doubt, but that thofe trees are torn up by 
land floods, and are precipitated into the fea by 
the rapidity of the ftreams, 

It has indeed been objected, that all the wood 
that is found floating in this manner about the 
iflands in high latitudes, is to a piece barked and 
worm-eaten; and that if thefe trees were torn 
up and precipitated into the fea in the. manner 
above fuppofed, fome of it would appear found 
and unbarked, as in its firft ftate. To this it 
may be anfwered, that were the courfe of the 
tides to run as conftantly to the northward, as 
the courfe of the rivers runs into the fea, this 
objection would be unanfwerable. But the very 
reverfe is known to be the fa&t; and that neither 
the winds nor the tides tend to the northwards 
for any confiderable part of the year; fo that 
from the time thefe, trees enter the ocean, it 
muft, in the ordinary courte of things, be many 
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ages before they can reach the latitudes in which 
they are now found. Becaule, if they. are i@ 
driven northwards by the ftrength of a ftorm 
from the fouth, they will be driven in another 
dire€&tion by the next ftorm that happens from 
another quarter ; and all the while the calm con- 
tinues, they will be driven to and froby thetides, ik 
which, as has been ob/ferved, feldom fet long to i. 
the north, therefore, being in continual motion i 
for ages, or being caft upon the fhore by tempefts, | 
or high tides, and lying there expofed to the 
air, till cempefts or high tides return them again 
to the ocean, they will, in a long progreffion of 
time, be reduced to the ftate in which they are | 
conftantly found. This folution is, however, 
offered with diffidence. The fact is certain, of 
much wood being annually found about the 
iflands in queftion; and it is now of little ime 
portance from whence it proceeds, as a paflage iq 
by the north-eaft to China will probably never ‘4 
more be fought. 7. 

On the sth they had gentle breezes; but | 
about four in the morning {mall fleet. The ice 4a 
ftill furrounding them, and appearing to grow i@ 
more and more folid and fixed, thofe who had 7 
till now retained hopes that the fouth-eaft wina i 
would again difunite its fubftance, and open a ae 
paflage for their deliverance, began to defpair, i. 
as the wind had blown for twenty-four hours 
from that quarter, from which alone they could gy 
have relief, and not the leaft alteration to be 
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perceived, The men, however, were as joyous 
as ever, and fhewed not the leaft concern about 
the danger of their fituation. 

Early in the morning, the man at the maft- 
head of the Carcafé gave notice, that three 
bears were making their way very faft over the 
ice, and that they were directing their courfe 
towards the fhip. They had, without queftion, 
been invited by the {cent of the blubber of the 
fea-horfe killed a few days before, which the 
men had fet on fire, and which was burning on 
the ice at the time of their approach. They 
proved to be a fhe bear and her two cubbs; 
but the cubbs were nearly as large as the dam. 
They ran eagerly to the fire, and drew out 
from the flames part of the flefh of the fea- 
horfe that remained unconfumed, and eat it 
voracioufly. The crew ftom the thip, by way 
of diverfion, threw great lumps of the fieth of 
the fea-horfe which they had ftill left, out upon 
the ice, which the old bear fetched away fing- 
ly, laid each lump before her cubbs as fhe 
brought it, and dividing it, gave each a fhare, 
referving but a {mall portion to herfelf. As fhe 
was fetching away the laft piece they had to be- 
{tow, they levelled their mufkets at the cubbs, 
and thot them both dead; and in her retreat, 
they alfo wounded the dam, but not mortally. 
It would have drawn tears of pity from any but 
unfeeling minds, to have marked the affection- 
ate concetn expreffed by this poor beaft, in the 
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dying moments. of her expiring young., Tho’ 
fhe was forely wounded, and could. but jutt 
crawl to the place where they lay, fhe carried 
the lump of flefh fhe had fetched away, as fhe 
had done the others before, tore it in pieces, 
and laid it down before them, and when fhe 
faw that they refufed to eat, fhe laid her paws 
firft upon one, and then upen the other, and 


endeavoured to raife them up. All this while. 


it was pitiful to hear her moan. When fhe 
found fhe could not itir chem, fhe went off, and 
when fhe had got at fome diftance, looked back 
and moaned ; and that not availing her to en- 
tice them away, fhe returned, and fmelling 
round them, began to lick their wounds. She 
went off a fecond time, as before, and having 
crawled a few paces, looked again behind her, 
and for fome time ftood moaning. But {till her 
cubbs not rifing to follow her, fhe returned to 
them again, and with figns of inexpreflible 
fondnefs, went round one and round the other, 
pawing them, and moaning. Finding at laft 
that they were cold and lifelefs, the railed her 
head towards the fhip, and, like Caliban in the 
tempeft, growled a curfe upon the murderers, 
which they returned with a volley of mufket- 
balls.. She fell between her cubbs, and died 
licking their wounds, If whatis related by a 
voyager of credit in the laft century be true, 
the filial fondnefs.of thefe animals is no lefs re- 
markable than the maternal, The young ones, 
1 2 fays 
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fays he, keep conftantly clofe to the old ones, 
We obferved that two young ones and an old 
one would not leave one another, for if one ran 
away, it turned back again immediately, as 
foon as it did hear the others in danger, as if it 
would come to help them.- The old one ran to 
the young one, and the young one to the old 
one; and rather than they would leave one 
another, they would fuffer themfelves to be 
all killed. 

Friday the 6th, the weather calm, but fog- 
gy, and the winds variable; they difcovered 
that the drift of the fhip, with the whole body 
of icé, inclined faft to the eaftward; and that 
they: were already embayed in the very middle 
of the feven iflands. They therefore fent off 
the pilots of both fhips, with a party of failors, 
to the northernmoft ifland, to fee what difco- 
veries could be made from the promontories 
there. They returned at night, after a fa- 
ticuing journey, with a difmal account, that 
nothing was to be feen from thence but a vaft 
continent of ice, of which there was no end; 
and that the thought of wintering in fucha 
fituation was more dreadful, than that of pe- 
- sifhing by inftant death, 

Saturday 7, the wind fet in north-north-eaft, 
veered to the north; to the north-eaft and eaft, 
piercing cold. This day the boats were ‘all 
brought in readinefs on the ice, fitted with 
weather cloaths about thirteen inches above the 
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eunnels, in order to keep off the cold as much 
as poflible, if by good fortune they fhould be 
enabled to launch them in an open fea. This 
day was employed chiefly in boiling provifions 
to put in the boats for the intended voyage ; in 
delivering «out bags to the men‘to carry their 
bread, and in packing up fuch neceffaries as 
every one could take along with him; for now 
every man was to be his own porter, the necef- 
fary provifions and liquors being found load 
enough for the boats, and ‘twenty-five days 
bread load enough for each man. This being 
adjufted, when night approached they were all 
ordered on board to fleep. _ 

Thurfday 8, at fix in the morning all hands 
were ordered to turn out, and a detachment of 
fifty men from each fhip, headed by their re- 
fpective officers, were appointed to begin the 
hard tafk of hawling the launces along the ice. 
The braveft and gallanteft actions performed 
in war, do not fo ftrikingly mark the true cha- 
racter of a fea Commandet, as the readinefs and 
alacrity with which his orders are obeyed in 
times of imminent danger. Every one now 
{trove who fhould have the honour to be lifted 
in the band of haulers, of whom the Commo- 
dore took the direction, leaving Capt. Lut- 
wych to take care of both the fhips, that if any 
favourable turn fhould happen in the difpofi- 
tion of the ‘ice, he might make ufe of the 
gemaining part of both the crews to improve it. 
“ vy Upon 
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Upon a general confultation of officers, pre- 
vious to this undertaking, itthad been agreed, 
and an order iffued accordingly, that no perfon 
on board, of whatever rank, fhould encumber — 
himfelf with more cloaths than what he wore 
upon his back. Upon this occafion, therefore, 
the officers dreffed themfelves in flannels, and 
the common men put on the cloaths which 
the officers had thrown off. It was inconceiva- 
bly laughable to fee thefe motley bands yoked 
in their new harnefs; and, to fay the truth, 
there was not one folemn face among the two 
companies. That headed by the Commodore 
drew ftoutly for the honour of their leader, and 
that headed by their Lieutenants had their mu- 
fic to play to them, that they might dance it 
away, and keep pace with the Commander in 
chief. Indeed the officers who headed them 
were defervedly beloved as well as their Com- 
manders, particularly Lieutenant Beard, whofe 
fteady and uniform conduét in times of the 
greateft danger, cannot be fufficiently admired 
or applauded, Neither fwayed by paffion, nor 
difconcerted by the fudden embarraffiments that 
often intervened, his conduct was always calm, 
and his orders refolute. He never was heard, 
during the whole voyage on the moft preffing 
emergencies, to enforce his commands with an 
oath, or to call a failor by any other than his 
ufual name; and fo fenfible were they of his 
manly behaviour, that, when the fhip was paid 
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off at Deptford, they were only prevented by 
his-moft -earneft requeft from ftripping them- 
felves~ to-their fhirts, to cover the ftreets with 
their cloaths; that. he might nat tread in the 
dirtin going to take coach. 

In fix hours, with the utmoft efforts of hu- 
man labour, they had only proceeded a fingle 
mile; and now it was time for them to dine, 
and recruit their almoft exhaufted fpirits. As 
the Commodore had laboured with them, it 
was in charaéter that he fhould dine with them 
alfo; and an-accident happened that made it 
neceflary for him fo todo. The Cook, with 
his mates, (who were bringing the Commodore 
and the officers their dinners under covers) to 
keep out the cold after coming from a warm 
fire-fide, had made a little too free with the 
brandy bottle before they fet out, and before 
they had got half way to the lances, the liquor 
began to operate; the Cooks were fometimes 
very near boarding each other, fometimes they 
hauled off, and fometimes fteered right a-head. 
At length coming to a chafm, or parting of the 
ice, which they were obliged to leap, down came 
the mafter Cook, with dith, cover, meat and all; 
and what was ftill worfe, though it was not then 
thought of much value, the Commodore's 
common fervice of plate, which the Cook -car- 
ried for the officers to dine on, fell in the chafm, 
and inftantly funk to:the bottom. . This acci- 
dent brought the Cook a little to himfelf, and 
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he now. ftood paufing whether he fhould junip 
down the gulph after the plate, or proceed to 
the Commodore to beg mercy and make his 
apology. His mates perfuaded him to the lat- 
ter, as the Commodore was a kind-hearted 
eemman, and would never take a man’s life 
away for a flip on the ice. Befides, it was-a 
great jump ‘for a fat man, and Commodore, 
they were fure, had rather lofe all the plate in 
the great cabin, than lofe Cookie. Comforted 
a little by this fpeech, the Cook proceeded, 
but let his mates go on firft wich what remained, 
to carry the tidings of what befell the reft. 
When the Commodore had heard the ftery, he 
judged how it was with them all. But where 
is the Cook, faid heto the mates? He’s crying 
behind, an pleafe your Honour. In the mean 
time the Cook came up. Cook,- faid the Com- 
modore, bring me your dinner. , I will dine 
to-day with my comrades, My dinner! Ay, 
a pound of the flefh nexe my heart, if your 
Honour likes it. The promptnels of the reply 
fhewed the fincerity of the Cook’s good-will, 
and pleafed the Commodore better than a feaft 
upon turtle. . He difmiffed him with a fmile, 
and partook with the officers in what was left, 
who made up their dinners with a mefs from 
the common men. . 
They had juft begun to renew their labour 
when word was brought, that the whole body 
of ice had changed its fituation, and was mov~ 
ing 
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ing to the weftward ; that the fhips were both 
a-float ; and that the ice was parting. The joy 
which this news diffufed through the two com- 
panies of hawlers is eafier to conceive than ex- 


prefs. They inftantly fhook off their harnefs, 


ran to affift in working the fhips, and once 
more to: refume their proper employments. 
When they arrived at the fhips, Caprain Lut- 
wych, who was no lefs beloved by his men than 
“the Commodore, had by his example and his 
judicious directions done wonders. Both fhips 
were not only a-float, with their fails fet, but 
actually cut and warped through the ice near 
half a mile. This ray of hope, however, was 
foon darkened; the body of ice fuddenly af 
fumed its former direction to the eaftward, and 
clofed upon them again as faft as ever. While 
the fhips remained in the ice-dock, they were 
lafhed. together for their greater fecurity, but 
now being launched and a-float, the ice prefied 
upon them with fuch weight, that it was every 
moment expected that the hawfer would break 
hat held them togethers: orders were therefore 
given, that the hawfer fhould be flackened, and 
the fhips releafed, 

. For the remainder of the evening, and till 
two in the morning, the drift continued eatt- 
ward, and all that while the fhips were in dan- 
ger of being crufhed by the clofing of the 
channel in which they rode. They had now 
drifted two miles to the eaftward ; the men were 
gis M worn 
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worn out with fatigue in defending the fhips 
with their ice-poles from being engulphed ; and 
now nothing but fcenes of horror and perdition 
appeared before their eyes. But the Omnipo- 
tent, in the very moment, when every hope of 
deliverance from their own united endeavours 
had relinquifhed them, interpofed in their fa- 
vours, and caufed the winds to blow, and the 
ice to part in an aftonifhing manner, rending 
and cracking with a tremendous noife, furpaffing 
that of the loudeft thunder. At this very in- 
ftant the whole continent of ice, which before 
was extended beyond the reach of fight from 
the higheft mountains, moved together in va- 
tious directions, fplitting and dividing into vaft 
bodies, and forming hills and plains of various 
figures and dimenfions. All hearts were now 
again revived, and the profpect of being once 
more releafed from the frozen chains of the 
north infpired the men with frefh vigour. 
Every officer and every idler on board laboured 
now for life. The fails were all fpread,: that 
the fhips might have the full advantage of the 
breeze to force them through the channels that 
were already opened, and to help them, like 
wedges, torend the clefts that were but juft 
cracking. 
- While the major part of the crews were em- 
ployed in warping the fhips with ice-anchors, 
axes, faws and poles, a party from both fhips 
were difpatched to launch the boats. This was 
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mo. eafy tafk to accomplih. The ice, though 
fplit in. many thoufand pieces, was yet frozen 
like an ifland round the lances, and though it 
was of no great extent, yet the boats were of a 
weight hardly to be moved by the fmall force 
diets could be fpared to launch them. They 
were befides, by the driving of the ice, at more 
than five miles diftance from the hips; and at 
this time no channels of communication were 
yet opened. But Providence was manifeft even 
on this occafion ; for the ifland on which the lan- 
ces ftood, parted while the men were hauling 
them, and by that. lucky circumftance they 
were launched with great facility, without the 
lofs of a man, though the ice cracked, as it 
were, under their feet. 

The people on board had not been able to 
force their way with the fhips much more than 
a mile, when the party. in the lances joined 
them. And now, excited by what curiofity or 
infting&t is not eafy to determine, feveral bears 
¢ame pofting over the ice to be fpectators of 
their departure, and advanced fo near the fhips, 
that they might have been eafily maftered, had 
not the men been more ferioufly employed. 

This day they altered their foundings from 
thirty to fifty fathoms, and from fifty to eighty 
and eighty-five fathoms. 

The. breeze continuing frefh. from ealft- 
fouth-eaft and eaft, the ice feemed to open as 
fait as it had before clofed when the wind blew 
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wefterly, and from the: north; aftrone pre: 
fumptive proof of land tothe eaftward, which 
{topping the cutrent of the loofe ice inodriving 
from the north and weft, clofés it in courfe, and 
renders it compact. On the contrary, when 
the wind blows off the land, and the current 
fets to the fea, the loote ice being no longer op- 
poled, difperfes itfelf again in the ocean, where 
it again floats, till the fame caufé produces the 
fame effect. If therefore the land: which’ our 
voyagers faw on the goth, and which they 
‘could not determine with certainty to: be an 
ifland, fhould, upon fome future occafion, be 
difcovered to be a continent, then the clofing 
of the loofe ice fo fuddenly about the /even 
ilands, and its crouding one piece upon. ano- 
ther to a great height, when violently agitated 
by tempefts from the north or weft, will be ful- 
ly and naturally accounted for. : 
Tuefday the roth, about two in the morne 
ing, the fog being thick, and the: weather 
calm, and the men very much fatigued, they 
were ordered to their quarters, to refrefh them- 
felves with fleep. It was, befides, very cold, ’ 
and much rain fell; and as the wind was va- 
tiable, they could) make but little. progrefs. 
Phe ice, in the morning early, feemed rather to 
clofe.upon them, than to divide; .and being 
apprehenfive for their boats, they attempted to 
hoift the lances on board, but that belonging 
«9 the Carcafe, being either too ynweildy,. or 
os the 














































































































VOYAGE ro tne Norru-East. »85 

the men too much fatigued to effect it, they 
flung her to the fhip’s fide. 
» About eight'the breeze fprung up frefh from 
the north-eaft, exceedingly cold, but opening 
the ice to the weftward. They then made ali 
the fail they could, driving with the loofening 
ice, and parting it wherever it was moveable 
with their whole force. Towards noon they lott 
fight of the Seven [lands. And in a very little 
while after, to their great joy, Spitfbergen was 
feen from the maft-head. 

Wednefday 11, the men who, with hard 
labour, cold and’ watching, were much difpi- 
rited, on the profpect of a {peedy deliverance, 
and feeing theice no longer adhere in immove- 

- able bodies, began, after a little refrefhment, 
to refume their wonted chearfulnefs. They had 
not till the fecond clofing of the ice, after the 
attempt to diga paflage through it had proved 
ineffe@tual, and that the hauling the lances 
had been tried with little better fuccefs, difco- 


vered the leaft defpondency. But when they 


had exerted their utmoft efforts, and: Provi- 
dence, which at firft feemed to fecond their en- 
deavours, appeared to have forfaken them ; 
when their pilots had filled their minds with 
the terrors of their fituation ; and their officers 
had given the fhips and their moft valuable 
effects over for loft, the men then began to re- 
fect on the hardfhips ‘they were likely to fuffer, 
and to be impreffed with the fenfe of their com- 
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mon danger. Their apprehenfions;, however, 
were but temporary, and the moment they 
were releafed from their icey prifon, and thac 
they were within Gght of a clear fea, their for- 
row was changed to mirth, and their melan- 
choly to rejoicing. Feftivity and jolity took 
place of abftinence and gloomy apprehenfions ; 
and before they arrived at Spitfbergen, there 
was not a failor on board with a ferious face. 
The ice that had parted from the main body, 
they had now time to admire. As it no longer 
obftructed their courfe, the various fhapes in 
which the breken fragments appeared, were 
indeed very curious, and amufing. One re- 
markable piece defcribed a magnificent arch fo 
large and compleatly formed, that a floop of 
confiderable burden might have failed through 
it without lowering her maft; another repre. 
fented a church with windows and pillars, and 
domes ; and a third, a table with icicles hang. 
ing round it like the fringes of a damafk cloth, 
A fertile imagination might here find enter. 
tainment enough; for, as has already been ob- 
ferved, the fimilitude of all that art or nature 
has ever yet produced, might here be fancied. 
They continued working all this day through 
the loofe ice.  Hachuit’s Headland bearing 
fouth thirty-nine weft, and in their-courfe faw a 
Dutch Greenlandman in the fouth-weft quarter. 
_ Thurfday the rath, they cleared the ice, and 
bore away with all fails fet for the harbour of 
Smear- 
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Smearingburg, in which they had before cait 
anchor. At two in the afternoon they anchor- 
ed in North Bay, the north part of Voolé 
Sound bearing north forty-five eaft, diftance 
about four miles. At half after four the Com- 
modore made the fignal to weigh; and at half 
patt nine, came to an anchor in their former fta- 
tion, where they found four Dutch Greenland- 
men lying-in readinefs to depart, .Thefe Dutch- 
men acquainted the Commodore, that all the 
Englifh fifhing fhips fet fail on the roth of 
July, the day to which they are obliged by con- 
tract, to ftay to entitle their owners to receive 
the bounty-money, allowed by Parliament for 
the encouragement of that fifhery. 

About the fame time the greateft part of the 
Dutch fet fail likewife from Spitfbergen, on 
their voyage home; but it is a practice with 
thefe laft, to take it by turns to wait till the fe- 
verity of the weather obliges them to leave the 
coaft, in order to pick up fuch men as may by 
accident have loft their fhips in the ice; and 
who, notwithftanding, may have had the good 
fortune to fave their lives by means of their 
boats. This is a very humane inftitution, and 
does credit to the’ Dutch Government. Did 
the Britifh Government bear an equal regard for 
individuals, fo many valuable fubje@s would 
never be fuffered to migrate, as now annually 
hire fhips to convey themfelves to. feek their 
fortunes in new fettlements.. It is eftimated, 

thay 





























































































































88 VOYAGE To tnt Nortn-East: 
that twelve thoufand at leaft are yearly fthipt 
off from Ireland, and not many lefs from Engs 
Jand and Scotland, yet no meafures are thought 
neceflary to be taken to retain them at home. 

The turn of waiting at Spitfbergen falls ans 
‘nually to the lot of about five Dutch fhips, 
who are obliged to fend out their boats daily in 
fearch of their unfortunate fellow fubjeéts ; 
fome of thefe boats have themfelves fuffered 
feverely, and have been detained feven or eight 
days by fevere weather in thefe excurfions, to 
the great anxiety of their friends. 

The day of our voyagers return to Smearings 
burg Harbour being fine, the Commodore or- 
dered a tent to be raifed on the lower point to 
the fouth-weft, where there was a level plain 
for the fpace of two miles, and where all the 
mathematical apparatus were again taken om 
fhore for a fecond trial. 

They found, on the examination of the vi- 
bration of the pendulum, that it differed from 
that at Greenwich by Harrifon’s time-keepers 
only two feconds in forty-eight hours; which 
time-keeper, at their arrival at Greenwich, varied 
only one fecond anda half from the time-pieces 
at the obfervatory there. Mr, Robinfon, who 
was articled toCommodore Phipps, from Chrift’s 
Hofpital, and who does honour to that noble 
foundation, was particularly careful to note the 
refult of all the obfervations that were made in 
this high latitude, - 
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The ovens were alfo here taken on fhore, 
and aconfiderable quantity of good foft bread 
baked for the refrefhment of the men. 

Hacluit’s Headland, of which mention has 
been frequently made in the courfe of this voy- 
age, is an ifland on the north-weft point of 
Spitfbergen, about fifteen miles in circumfer- 
ence, on which is found plenty of fcurvy-grafs; 


and in the valleys, fome ef which extend from _ 


two to three miles, there is {tore of other grafs in 
fummer, on which the deer is fuppofed to feed. 

The people were now fully employed in over. 
hauling the rigging, tarring the fhips fides, 
taking in water, peying and fecusing the mafts, 
and in preparing the fhips for purfuing their 
voyage upon difcovery ; or, if that was found 
impracticable, for returning home. 

On the 16th, two of the Dutch fhips weighed 
anchor, and failed away in company. 

On the 17th, vaft pieces of broken ice, fup- 
pofed to have fallen from the Icebergs, came 
floating into harbour. When thefe pieces, 
which are undermined by the continual agita- 
tion of the fea in ftormy weather, lofe their 
fupport, they tumble with a crack that fur- 
pafies the loudeft thunder; but they were told, 
that no other thunder was ever heard in this 
latitude. 

The attivity and enterprizing fpirit of the 
Ruffians already noticed, begin to manifeft it- 
felf every where, and itis not improbable, but 
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that the maritime powers may one day or other 
have caufe to repent their emulation in con- 
tributing to agerandize the naval power of that 
increafing people. The dominions of the Ruf- 
fian empire, are fituated to command the trade 
of the tiniverfe; they are now adtually erecting 
a yard for building fhips at Kampfchatka,' to 
improve their difcoveries from that quarter, and 
to open a trade from thence to China. They 
have attempted to fettle colonies, :as our voy- 
agers were told, on the fouthernmoft diftricts 
of Spitfbergen, and thofe of the new fettlers, 
who furvived the firft winter, were preparing 
to encounter the rigour of the climate in a fe- 
cond. This can only be done by way of expe- 
riment, totry if a fettlement is practicable, for 
thofe now fent are faid to be criminals. 

During the fix days which the fhips anchored 
here to make obfervations, take in water, re- 
frefh the men, and refit, our journalift made 
feveral excurfions to the adjoining iflands, where 
the birds appeared in aftonifhing numbers; ir 
being the feafon for bringing forth their young, 
and teaching them to fly, and to dive. 

Of all the birds that breed in thefe iflands, 
the burgermafter is the largeft, and the moft 
ravenous ; he is fo called by the Dutch, from 
his fize and his authority, as he holds all the 
other birds in fubjeGtion. His bill is long and 
crooked, rather like that of the ftork, than 
that of the hawk, and is of a yellow colour. 
: He 
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He has a red ring about hiseyes; is web foot- 
ed, but has but three claws on each foct. His 
wings are of a beautiful pearl colour, edged 
with white; his back a filver grey; his body 
white as fnow, and his tail of the fame colour, 
which when he ties he fpreads like a fan. He 
builds his neft very high in the rocks, inaccefii- 
ble either to bears or foxes. He preys upon 
all the other birds, and eats the carrion of fith 
or flefh, or whatever comes in his way. His 
cry is horrible, and when he fcreams, the mal- 
lemuch, a bird as large as a duck, is fo much 
intimidated, that fhe will fink-down, and fufter 
him to devour her without oppofition, 

Our journalift found it very dangerous to 
purfue his way over the hills and precipices in 
this rugged country. The clefts on the moun- 
tains are like thofe in the ice frequently impaf- 
fable; but they are abundantly more hazar- 
dous, being fometimes concealed under the 
{fnow, fo that a traveller is engulphed before he is 
aware, Many have been entombed in thefe clefts, 
and perifhed in the hearing .of their compa- 
nions, without a poffibility of relief. To a 
contemplative mind, however, even the defor- 
mities. of nature, are not unpleafing, the wif- 
dom of the Creator being manifeft in all his 
works, . 

On the rgth of Auguft the fhips unmoored, 
and on the twentieth they cleared the harbour. 
They found the tide to flow north-eaft and 
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- fouth-weft, and to rife three feet feven inches 
perpendicular height. 

On the 22d they again found themfelves be- 
fet with loofe ice. They were then in latitude 
80 degrees 14 minutes north, longitude 5 de- 
grees 44 minutes eaft. 

On the 22d they had a heavy fea from the 
fouth-weft quarter. 

On the 23d the Carcafe, being a heavier 
failer than the Race Horfe, loft fight of the 
Commodore, and fired a fix-pounder, which 
was anfwered. In the evening they came in 
fight, and purfued their courfe with favourable 
weather, and without any thing worthy of no- 
tice happening till 

September 5, when, being clear and calm 
weather, the Commodore founded, and’ found | 
ground with feven hundred fathoms, very foft 
mud. The people were employed eight hours in 

heaving up the lead with the capftan. At three 

in the morning the fun rifen, took the ampli- 

tude, and found the variation to be 22 degrees 
53 minutes weit. 

September 7, at five in the afternoon, they 
had heavy fqualls, with rain; at feven in the 
morning moderate weather. This day, in 60 
degrees 15 minutes weit, they found their lon- 
gitude, corrected by obfervation of fun and 
moon, tobe 5 degrees 49 minutes eaft. Lon- 
gitude by time-keeper 4 degrees 45 minutes 
call; a very remarkable difference, 
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The fhips purfued.their courfe home in com- 
pany together, with high feas and variable wea- 
ther, till 

Sept. 11, when, at half after ten, the night 
dark, and the weather moderate, the wind all 
‘at once veered to the fouthward, and a ftrone 
gale with a great fea came on. The fhips 
parted, and never more came in fight till they 
met off Harwich, onthe Englith coaft. 

Our journalift being on board the Carcafe, 
can now only relate what happened to that 
floop, till her arrival in the River Thames. 

When the gale came on, the Commodore’s 
lights not appearing, the Carcafe fired a fix- 
pounder, but that fhot not being returned by 
the Race Horfe, it was concluded, that the 
Commodore was at too great a diftance to hear 
the fignal. At four in the morning the gale in- 
creafing, they clofe reefed the top-fails, and 
employed all hands in lafhing and fecuring the 
boats and booms, and preparing to withftand 
the threatening ftorm. At this time they were 
in lat. 57 deg. 44 min. north; the Naze of 
. Norway bearing fouth eighty-eight eaft, diftant 
thirty-one leagues. 

Sunday, September 12, frefh gales, with fre- 
quent fhowers of rain; handed gib and ftay- 
fail; at two in the afternoon hard fqualls and 
violent fhowers of rain ; handed fore and mizen 
top-fail; faw a fail to fouthward ftanding to 
ealtward; cloudy and obfcure fky, at ten at 

night 
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night came on fuddenly a very heavy fquall ; 
handed all the top-fails ; {trong gale, with fe- 
vere fhowers of rain. At midnight blowing a 
violent ftorm of wind, reefed and handed the 
miain-failand fore-fail ; lowered down the lower 
yards, balanced the mizen, and laid the thip 
too under it, with her head to the weftward ; 
the fea making a free paflage over the fhip. 
Shipped iuch heavy feas, wathed all the provifi- 
ons and cafks that were lafhed on the deck, 
over board; kept two pumps continually go- 
ing ; obliged to fkuttle the boats, to prevent 
their being wafhed over-board. At four in the 
morning {hipped fuch heavy feas, as wathed alt 
the booms. and {pars that had. been with all 
poffible care fecured on the deck, over-board, 
The fhip moftly under water. No fight of the 
Commodore; under great apprehenfions for 
his fafety, as his veflel Jaboured much more 
than ours. At this time one of the mates; the 
carpenter, and a fore-maft-man, were wafthed 
over-board. The carpenter, a very careful 
fober man, who was in the watte, fecuring the 
hatches and ftores, was wafhed in and out at 
the ports three times, before he could. fecure 
himfelf. At ten- in the morning rather 
moderate. Set the mizen-ftay-fail ;  fwayed 
the lower yards up, and fet the courfes. Ar 
half paft eleven, ftrong fqualls and heavy 
guils; handed both courfes; and fettled the 
lower yards, 
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September 13, ftrong gales and fqually. Con- 
tinually fhipping heavy feas. At three in the 
afternoon rather more moderate; fet reef cour- 4% 
fes; fwayed up the lower yards, and fet the 
main-top-fail. The {hip now making no wa- 
ter; at feven in the evening fet fore-top-fail a 
and gib; very heavy fea from fouth-welt ff 
quarter. At eight in the evening moderate and | ] 
cloudy ; let the third reef out of the main-top- 
fail; founded thirty-five fathoms fine brown 





fand. At one inthe morning light airs, hazey rf i: 
weather, and great fea. Wore fhip, and ftood \ 
to weftward. At four frefh breezes, with rain. i 
At half paft eight faw a fail to eaftward; fup- i 


pofing it the Commodore, made the private | 
ficnal, and fired a fix-pounder, At nine bore | 
down upon her, and brought her to. She ig 
proved a Hollander from Archangel, bound to 
Bremen.  Courfe fouth forty-two weft, laticude 
fifty-fix deg. four min. north. 

September 14, flrong gales, and cloudy; 
under reef courfes. At two in the afternoon 7 
moderate; fet main-top-fail. Atthree fet fore- 
top-fail; a great fea from weftward. At feven | 
in the.evening moderate and cloudy. Our the 
third reef of the main-top-fail; uncertain wea- | 
ther; {qually, and at times much rain; at | 
three great fog, This day, at noon, Flambo- ; 
rough-head fouth forty-fix weft, diftance thirty 4 
leagues, a 
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September 15, light breezes, and clear 
weather; out all reefs, and fwayed up the 
lower yards. At four in the afternoon faw a 
fail to fouth-eaft ; bore down, and brought her 
to. She proved to be a Pruffian fifherman, 
had been ten days from Edinburgh; hoifted 
out the fmall cutter; the fecond Lieutenant 
went on board of her, and bought a fine cargo 
of fifh. At five the boat returned ; we hoifted 
her on board, with plenty of mackarel and 
herrings. Made fail, and f{tood to fouth-weft ; 
founded every half hour; found from thirteen 
to fifteen, and eighteen fathoms, fine brown 
fand, mixed with black fhells. At feven in 
the evening took the firft reef, and hauled in the 
top-fails ; frefh gales, and cloudy. At two in the 
morning deepened in water to twenty fathom. 
Took in fecond reef of the top-fails; tacked 
fhip, and ftood to north-welt. At five in the 
morning got into fifteen fathom; and at feven 
into ten, Atnine in the morning clofe reefed 
the top-fails, and at ten handed them; very 
frefh gale, and violent rain. 

September 16, rather more moderate; fet 
the main-top-fail,; fqually, with rain; a con- 
fufed fea from weft-north-weft. At five in the 
afternoon foundings from five to twelve, from 
twenty-feven to thirty-two and thirty-four fa- 
thoms, fine brown fand, black fpecks, frefh 
gales, and cloudy. At eight took in firft and 
fecond reefs of top-fails; at eleven at night 

clofe 
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clofe reefed the main and fore-top-fail, and 
handed the mizen; frefh gales, and cloudy 
weather. Atfour in the morning fhoaled water 
to twenty-two fathoms; brown fand and broken 
fhells, At five faw feveral fail to north-wett ; 
fired, and brought one of them to. At eight 
fhook the firft and fecond reefs out of the top- 
fail; hove down upon a floop, which came 
from Gravefend ; took on board the matter, as 
a pilot to carry the fhip through Yarmouth 
Roads; put on board one man in his room, 
and ordered his veffel to follow us. Stood to 
the fouthward. 


September 17, frefh breezes, and cloudy 
weather; kept the lead going every half hour; 
found our founding from ten to twelve fathoms, 
fine brown fand. At fix in the afternoon frefh 
gales; .clofe reefed the main-top-fail; found- 
ings from ten to fixteen fathom; broken fhells 
and. large ftones. At feven clofe reefed the 
main-top-fail; kept a light in the poop-lan- 
thorn for the floop. At ten ftrong gales ; hand- 
ed the top-fails; laid her to under the main- 
fail; handed the fore-fail. At eleven at night 
got into five fathom; but deepened to eicht, 
nine, and ten fathom, brown fand. Loft fight 
of the fifhing veffel; fired feveral guns, and 
made a fignal in the mizen-fhroud. On {fetting 
the fore-top-fail f{tacil, it blew to pieces; bent 
anewone. A violent gale of wind; fhipped 
a great quantity of water, At four rather mo- 
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derate ; fet the fore-fail. At midnight fet clofe % 
reefed top-fails. At half paft. fix tacked; at 
feven faw the fifhing veflel,; bore down and 
{poke with her, who had fplit her main-fail in 
the night. At ten faw the land bearing fouth- 
weft by weft, and fouth and by weft. At eleven 
being clear and moderate weather, fhook all 
the reefs out of the top-lails, and fet the top- 
gallant-fail ; faw Cromer. light-houfe, bearing 
fouth 55 degrees weft, diftance five leagues. 
September 19, frefh breezes and clear wea- 
ther; bent the fheet-cable, and hauled a range 
of the beft and fmall bower-cables; bent both 
buoy ropes and buoys to the anchor. At five 
light breezes and fair; tacked and ftood to the 
fouthward. At fix tacked and ftood to the 
north-weft. Cramer north-weft and by north 
four miles; light breezes, and pleafant wea- 
ther; handed in top-gallant-fails, and handed 
the main-fail. At feven in the evening, to our 
great joy, faw Yarmouth Church, bearing | 
fouth-weft. At ten at night came to anchor 
with the beft bower in twelve fathom, fine fand 
and clay; veered out tohalf acable, and hand- 
ed all the fails. Winterftone Nefs lights bore 
fouth and by weft four miles. At two in the 
morning frefh breezes and cloudy. At half 
palt four weighed, and made fail. Employed 
in working from Winterftone Nefs lights, to 
Yarmouth Roads, making feveral tacks. At 
feven 
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feven in the morning {et top-gallant-fails; at 
nine came to ananchor in Yarmouth Road, with 
beft bower in feven fathoms water; fand and 
clay. Yarmouth church fouth fifteen weft, 
diftance two miles. Came on board a pilot to 
carry the fhip to the Nore. 

September 20, frefh breezes and clear wea- 
ther; fent down top-gallant-yards, and got 
every thing clear for ftriking tokens. At five 
in the afternoon moored the fhip. Yarmouth 
church weft-fouth-welt two miles. 

September 21, frefh gales and cloudy, with 
frequent rain. At four in the afternoon fent 
down top-gallant-maft. At eight in the morn- 
ing fent the Jong-boat on fhore for water. We 
were this day vifited by feveral of the inhabi- 
tants of Norwich and Yarmouth, who were 
genteelly entertained by the officers, but we 
could get no intelligence of the Commedore. 


September 23, dark cloudy weather, At 


fix in the evening fwayed up the top-matt, and 
lower yards; the wind veered to north-weft, 


we prepared to unmoor. Frefh gales, with, 


frequent flafhes of lightning. At feven in the 
morning fet on top-gallant-maft, and began to 
unmoor, At eight veered away upon the beft 
bower, and took up the fmall bower-anchor. 
At nine weighed and made fail. At. ten got 
wp the top-gallant-yards, in company with fe- 
weral fhips. 


O 2 Saturday 
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Saturday 25, at five came to an ‘anchor in 
eleven fathoms. Orford light-houfe eaft by 
fouth four miles. This day fome religious 
books were diftributed amang the failors, which 
had been fent on board by fome pious perfon 
for their particular perufal. 

Sunday 26. At fix in the evening came to 
with the beft bower in feven fathoms water ; 
Balfey church weft by fouth. At two in the 
morning weighed, and came to fail; Harwich 
lights north-welt by weft.. To their great fur- 
prife, faw the Race Horfe at anchor. Hoifted 
out the cutter, and Capt. Lutwidge waited on 
the Commodore, from whom he learnt, that 
in the ftorm of the twelfth they had all 
their boats wafhed over-board; and, to eafe 
the fhip, were obliged to heave all their guns 
over-board, except two. ‘Came to anchor; 
Harwich church north-wett. 

Monday 27, at two in the afternoon weigh- 
ed, and came to fail in company with the Race 
Hiorfe. At eight in the evening came to in the 
Swin. At five in the morning weighed, in 
‘company as before. Turning up the Swin at 
half paft nine, came to; Whitaker Beacon 
north-narth-eaft one mile. 

Tuefday 28, frefh breezes and cloudy wea- 
ther. At half paft three weighed, and came 
to fail. Athalf palt fix came to with the beft 
bower in fix fathom water; Shoe Beacon north- 
weft. At half pat five weighed, and came ta 

| fail, 
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fail. Working to windward at eleven in the 
forenoon, the Commodore’s boat came on board, 
with orders to proceed to Deptford. At noon 
came to at the Nore with the beft bower. 
Wednefday 29, light breezes and fair wea- 
ther. At half paft five weighed, and made 
fail. Employed in working up the river. At 
half paft ten came to with the beft bower in 
the gallions, in three fathoms water. Wool- 
wich church north by fouth one half eaft, At 
noon a hoy came along-fide for the gunner’s 
ftores. | 
Thurfday 30, employed moft of the after- 
noon in getting out the guns, and gunner’s 
{tores. At nine in the evening weighed, and 
came to fail, At ten run foul of a large tranf 
port, and carried away the lar-board mizen- 
fhrouds, and part of the channel. At one in 
the morning came to anchor at Deptford. 
Warped along-fide the Bedford Hulk, and 


moored. At fix unbent the fails, and began. 


to unrig. : 

Thus ended a voyage, which feems to have 
determined the queftion fo much agitated con- 
cerning the navigation to the north pole, and 
proved what Captain Wood had before afferted, 
that no paflage would ever be found practicable 
in that direction. 

From the quantities of ice which that navigas 
for met with in latitude 76 north, longitude 

galt, he concluded indeed erroneoufly, that 

the 
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the 8oth degree would bound the paffage to- 
wards the poles, and that from thence the polar 
region was either a continued continent of folid 
ice, or that land filled up the intermediate fpace. 

It has been found, however, that thofe feas 
are navigable as far as between the eighty-firft 
and eighty-fecond degrees of latitude; and it 
may poffibly happen, that in fome future years, 
they may be found navigable a degree or two 
farther: but it may now with certainty be con- 
cluded, that a courfe under the pole can never 
be purfued for the purpofe of commerce. 

“We have already fhewn inconteftibly, that 
the north fea communicates with the eaftern 
fea, and thatthe paflage to China and Japan 
‘miay be performed with difficulty by a north- 
ealt courfe, by watching the opportunity, when 
a few days in the year the north fea is open. 
But who would think of expofing a fhip’s com- 
pany tothe hazard of being frozen to death in 
a tedious, uncertain, and dangerous paflage, 
when afafe, certain, and, one may fay, fpeedy 

- pafiage at all times lies open before them. 

From Behring’s difcoveries to the eatt of Ja- 
pan, and from the continent he there met’ with, 
there feems reafon to believe, that the land feen 
by Commodore Phipps to the eaftward of the Se- 
ven [flands, might be a continuation of that con- 
tinent. In that cafe it is not improbable, but 
that either chat continent may join to the weftern 
part of America, or that it may extend fouth- 

ward, 
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ward, and form a part of that continent fo 
much fought after in the fouthern hemifphere. 

A {mall premiym of twoor three thoufand 
pounds fecured by Parliament, to be paid to 
the owner or owners of any Greenland fifhing 
fhip, that fhould be fortunate enough to difco- 
ver fuch a continent to the eaftward or north- 
ward of the Seven [fands, might pofMibly have 
a better effect, than many expenfive expeditions 
fitted out folely for the purpofes of fuch: difco- 
very. This, by a trading nation, were it only 
to improve the fcience of geography, would 
furely be well beftowed. 

It is true, indeed, that the reward fecured 
by parliament for the difcovery of a north-wett 
paffage, has not yet been attended with that fuc- 
cefs, with which the promoters of the bill had 
flattered themfelves and the public, from the li- 
beta Mpirit with which it was granted, 


The Hudfon’s Bay Company, though bound 
by their charter to further and promote the dif- 
covery, were generally fufpected, from interefted 
motives, to oppofe and difcourage every at- 
tempt to accomplifh it. And Captain Mid- 
dleton, who in 1740 was fent in a king’s fhip 
upon that fervice, returning without fuccefs, 
was publicly charged with having received'a 
bribe of five thoufand pounds to defeat the 
undertaking, and by his report to difcourage 
any farther attempts in purfuit of it. This 
"charge was ftrongly fupported, and generally 
credited, 
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credited. And Mr. Dobbs, by whofe intereft 
Captain Middleton was employed, had the ad- 
drefs to prevail with the then miniftry, to pre- 
clude any future icheme of private corruptions 
by promoting the public reward already men- 
tioned. 

The preamble to the aé& will ftate this mat- 
ter in the true light it fets forth, ‘* That 
<¢ whereas the diicovery of a north-weft paf- 
«¢ face through Hudfon’s Streight to the weftern 
** ocean would be of great benefit and advan- 
“ tage to this kingdom, and that it would be 
*¢ of great advantage to the adventurers to at- 
“* tempt the fame, if a public reward was given 
** to fuch perfons as fhould make a perfect dif- 
“* covery of the faid paffage; it is therefore 
“* enacted, that if any fhips or veffels belong- 
«¢ ing to his majefty’s fubjects fhall find out and 
<¢ fail through any paflage by fea between 
«© Hudfon’s bay and the weftern ocean of Ame- 
<* rica, the owners of fuch fhips or veffels fhall 
<* be entitled to receive as a reward for fuch 
“¢ difcovery the fum of TwentTy-THousanD 
s¢ Pounps.” And as a farther encouragement 
to profecute this dilcovery, and to prevent ob- 
ftructions from interefted perfons, it was e- 
nacted, ‘* that all perfons, fubjects of his Ma- 
‘ jelty, refidine in any place where the faid 
“¢ adventurers may come in the profecution of 
“ this difcovery, fhall give the faid adventu- 
“© rers all affiftance, and fhall no way obftruc, 
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@ moleft, or refufe the faid adventurers reafon- 
«s able fuccour in any diftrefs they may fall 
‘¢ into in the profecution of this difcovery.” 

Such was the encouragement, and fuch the ~ @ 
liberal reward that was and is fecured by par- i 
liament to the fortunate difcoverers of a north- f 
weft paffage to the great pacific ocean; a paf- 
fage which, it is generally believed, would open 7. 
a trade with nations on the northern continent f 
of America; wholly unknown to the maritime | 
powers of Europe, and iuppofed, from their 
fituation, to abound in commodities equally 
‘rare and precious with thofe of amy other coun- f 
try under the fun. Ly 

The fair profpec&t of acquiring fame by en- 
larging commerce, the hope of obtaining the LY 
parliamentary reward, and the defire of ex- 
pofing the dif-ingenuity of Captain Middleton, 
were incitements fufficient to prevail with Mr. i 
Dobbs to follicit the equipment of two fhips 9 
for another voyage, which he made not the 
leaft doubt would find out the paffage fo long 
fought for in vain, and by the advantages at- 
tending the difcovery, exceed the moft fanguine 
expectations of the adventurers. 

The command of this expedition was given to 
Captain Ellis, who, on the 31ft of May, 1746, t 
paffed Yarmouth in the Dobb’s Galley, accom- & 
panied by the California Sloop, and convoyed 
to the north fea by the Loo man of war. 

But in proportion as Mr. Dobbs had flat- 
tered the avaricé of the adventurers who were 
to fhare in the reward; and had elated himfelf 
with the thoughts of triumphing over the dif- a 
grace of Captain Middleton, fo it happened, ig 
that when the fhips returned without having & 
effected any one thing of confequence, the cha- | 
gtin of the former for having advanced their 
i: Oats P money 
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money on a vifionary project, and the mortifie 
cation of the latter in not being able to fup- 
port his charge, were increafed by every cir- 
cumftance that could ageravate the difappoint- 
ment. Captain Middleton now triumphed in 
his turn, and no fhip from England has fince 
been induced to undertake the voyage, not- 
withitanding the greatnefs of the reward. 

It is now, however, believed, that Govern- 
ment have in contemplation another voyage to 
the north, to which that of Captain Phipps 
was only the prelude; but there is reafon to 
conclude, from what has already been faid of 
thefe latter attempts, and from the ill fuccefs 
of former undertakings, that the difcovery of a 
north-weft paflage is not the fole objcét in view. 
The figure of the earth, the phenomena of 
the winds, the variation of the compaf{s, and 
the attraction of the magnet, are points yet 
untettled, of infinite importance to Navigation ; 
and it isnot impoffible, but that a more careful 
examination of the polar regions may lead to 
the folution of problems, that have hitherto 
baffled the enquiries of the ablett navigators, 

A. very flender acquaintance with the difficul- 
ties and ‘hardfhips attending northern difcove- 
ries, will fully account for our knowledge 
of the countries furrounding the pole being 
{till very imperfect. A brief recapitulation of 
the fufferings of thofe to whom we are moft 
indebted for our information, will not, we 
hope, be thought an impreper conclufion to a 
voyage folely undertaken with a view to enlarge 
it. 

The firit who conceived the idea of exploring 
the northern regions. was Sebaftian. Cabbot, 
That enterprizing navigator, long before. Ma- 
gcilan thought of a paffage to the pacific ocean 
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by the fouth-weft, had made two voyages, with 
a view to direct his courfe to the fame fea by 
the north-weft. In thefe voyages, he difco- 
vered Newfoundland, the coaft of the Efqui- 
meaux Indians, and had penetrated as far as the 
64th degree of latitude, when a mutiny among 
his men, or rather an obftinate refufal to pro- 
ceed any further, obliged him to return; yet 
he died in the perfuafion that a paffage in that 
direction certainly exifted, and that he fhould 
have found it but for the oppofition of his 
crew, 

The next, who, prepoffeffed with the fame 
notion, undertook a voyage for difcoveries to- 
wards the north, was Sir Martin Forbifher. 
He difcovered Greenland, and in the latitude 
of 62 deg. north, paffed a ftreight, which, 
though it ftill holds a place in our maps, has 
never been found navigable fince. He made 
two other voyages, difcovered many bays and 
capes, to which he gave names, but returned 
without attaining the principal object of his 
voyage, though, like his predeceffor, he af- 
ferted the certainty of its exiftence to his lateft 
hour. 

To him fucceeded Sir Humphry Gilbert, 
who in 1583 traverfed the coaft of Labradore, 
entered the mouth of the great river St. Lau- 
rence, and, furrounding theifland of Newfound- 
land, laid the foundation of the cod fifhery, 
which has been profecuted with immenfe ad- 
vantage to his country ever fince. 

The rapid progrefs of difcoveries in the 
fouthern hemifphere, which about this time 
were attended with vaft profit to the adventu- 
fers, re-animated cotemporary navigators to 


profecute, with more ardour than ever, their 


enterprizes towards the north. . The more the 
le pacific 
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pacific ocean became known, the. firmer the 
belie prevailed, that a paflage into it by way 
of the north mult certainly exift, and that who- 
ever could difcover it, would not only immore 
talize his name, but enrich his country. 

The merchants of that time were no lefs 
eager toembark their money, than the naviga= 
tors were to hazard their perfons in any new 
project, where the hope of gain appeared to 
be well founded. A company therefore of 
wealthy perfons in London agreed to join a 
company of merchants in the weft, and to fit 
out two fhips for the difcavery of a paflage, 
which all agreed was. practicable, though none 
could tell readily where to find it. To the 
command of this expedition Captain John ))a- 
vis was {trongly recommended as an_ able navi- 
gator, and of a bold and enterprifing {pirit. 
Accordingly, on the 7th of June, 1685, he 
fet fail from Dartmouth, in the Sun-fhine, of 
fifty tons, and accompanied by the moon-fhine 
of thirty-five tons, having on board both veflels 
forty-two hardy feamen, On the 19th of July 
they were alarmed by a mighty roaring, which 
was the more terrible, as the fog was fo thick, 
that they cauld not fee each other at a fhip’s 
Jength. It proved only the crackling of the 
iflands of ice, which was not then very well 
underftood. On the breaking up of the fog 
they difcovered land, which, from its horrid 
appearance, they named the land of defolation, 
On the 24th they were in 64 deg. 15 min, 
porth, the fea open and the weather moderate. 
In this-latitude they difcovered land, and con- 
verfed with the natives, who appeared to be a 
harmlefs hofpitable people, polite in their man- 
ners, neatly habited, and. not ill-favoured. 
Theie friendly people, obferving that the ae 
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{if admired their furs, went up in the country 
to bring down more, with which they traded 
with much fimplicity. To an. adjoining hill 
Davis gave the name of Mount Raleigh, from 
which he took his departure on the 8th of Au- 
eult, and on the 11th doubled the fouthernmoft 
Cape in view, to which he gaye the name of 
the Cape of God's Merey, and entered a ftreight, 
which bears the name of the Difcoverer to this 
day. In this ftreight he failed fixty leagues, 
and on the 14th went on fhore, and found 
evident figns of human inhabitants, being met 
by apack of dogs (twenty in number) that ex- 
preffed their joy, as if their mafters had been re- 
turned after an interval of abfence. One of 
thofe had on a leathern collar. The Captain 
was highly pleafed with the promifing appear- 
ance of the new ftreights, and confulting with 
the mafter, agreed to report, upon their return 
home, that they had found the wifhed-for paf- 
fage to the weftern fea. 

The weather changing from temperate to ex- 
ceffive cold, on the 20th it was refolved to fet 
fail for England. On the rath of September 
they fell in with the land of Defolation, and 
on the 30th. of the fame month entered the 
port of Dartmouth, without the lofs of a man. 

The acceunt Captain Davis gave to his 
owners was fo well received, that other mer- 
chants were defirous of joining in a fecond 
expedition, and accordingly he was again em- 
ployed, and furnifhed with a much greater 
force. 

On the 7th of May he failed from Dart- 
mouth in the Mermaid, of 120 tons, in com- 
pany with the Sun-fhine and Moon-fhine as be- 
fore, and an additional pinnace of thirteen 
tons, called the North Star. 
; In 
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In the latitude of 60 degrees north Captain 
Davis divided his force, ordering the Sun-fhine 
and North Star to feek a pafiage between Green- 
land and Iceland, while the Mermaid and Moon- 
fhine continued their courfe to the ftreight as 
before. In the latitude of 64 degrees, and 
longitude 58 deg. 30 min. north from London, 
they fell again in with the land, and met the 
fame people with whom they had traded the 
former year. Overjoyed to meet, they re- 
newed their acquaintance, and while the Eng- 
lith was preparing a pinnace to facilitate their 
difcoveries, the natives came in numbers to 
carry on trade. As foon as the pinnace was 
fitted for fea, Captain Davis’ difpatched: her 
to examine the inlets on the coaft, and to trace 
their courfe up the main land; but that was 
productive of no effential difcovery. 

Though the natives attended them with an 
obiequious diligence, yet on their kindling a fire 
in their manner, and ufing fome ftrange cere- 
monies, Captain Davis fuppofing them to be 
ufing idolatrous forceries, firft thruft the prieft 
into the fmoke, and then’ encouraged his men 
to tread out the fame, and to fpurn the reeking 
coals into the fea. Unable to bear the infult, 
the, natives for the firft time began to fhew re- 
fentment. They feized the boat from the {tern 
of the Moon-fhine, cut the cable belonging 
to the Mermaid, made prize of the implements 
that lay upon the fhore, and, in fhort, declared 
open hoftilities againft the aggreffors, who in 
return difcharged their artillery among them, 
which inftantly difperfed them. 

No civilities, however, that could be fhewn 
them, after the indignity offered to their prieft, 
could ever after reconcile them, and the year 
following they found an opportunity to take a 
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fevere revenge. {nthe mean time one of them 
being made prifoner, was taken on board the 
Mermaid ; who, © after recovering his fright, 
trimmed up his darts, repaired his fifhing tackle, 
picked okam, and fet his hand to any thing he 
was fet about; and, afteratime, became avery 
pleafant companion on board, 

On the 17th of July, in latitude 63 degrees 
8 min. north, they fell in with a continent of 
ice, very high, like land, with bays and capes, 
and, till they examined it clofely, could not be 
convinced that it was a mere congelation, 
They coatted it till the goth, when the weather 
became fo tempeftuous and foggy, and withal 
fo cold, that the fhrouds, ropes, and fails were 
frozen and glazed with ice; and the men, who 
the year before found the fea open and the wea- 
ther temperate, became fo difpirited, that in 
an orderly manner they addrefied their Com- 
mander, and intreated him to confider their 
prefent fituation, to have regard to his own 
life, and the prefervation of theirs; and not, 
through boldnefs and an indifereet zeal for a 
hopelefs difcovery, leave their widows and fa. 
therlefs children to blacken his memory with 
bitter curfes. Moved with their pitiable re. 
prefentation, he difcharged the Mermaid with 
thofe who were moft defirous of returning 
home, and proceeded in the Moonthine to pro- 
fecute his voyage. Changing his courfe to reco- 
ver the oppofite fhore on the rft of Auguft, in 
latitude 66 deg. 33 min. north, and longitude 
70 degrees weft, he difcovered land, without 
either ice or fnow. On the 2d they caft an- 
chor in a fine road, and in a day or two were vi- 
fited by the natives, who came to traffic, On 
the r4th they fet fail to the weftward, and on 
the 16th changed their courfe to the fouthward: 
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On the 18th they difcovered a high promontory 
to the north-weft, which having no land to the 
fouth, recovered their hopes of a free paflage. 
On doubling the Cape, they found the land 
trending away to the fouth in broken iflands, 
and coafting along till they arrived at a fine 
opening, in latitude 57 degrees; they failed * 
ten leagues, with woods and lawns on each 
fide, abounding with deer and game of every 
kind. Here they ftaid till the 1ft of Septem- 
ber, and then fet fail, coafting along to the 
northward, where they were again flattered with 
ihe hopes of a paflage, by obferving a ftrong 
current rufhing in between two landstto the weft- 
ward, which they were very defirous of approach- 
ing, but the wind blew directly againft them. 
On the 6th, returning to their former fta+ 
tion, five of the crew fell into an ambuicade ; 
for having ventured on fhore unarmed in their 
boat, they were fuddenly affaulted from the 
woods, two of them killed upon the fpot, two 
erievoufly wounded, and the fifth made his 
efcape by fwimming, with an arrow ticking 
in his arm. The fame evening a furious ftorm 
arofe, which laftéd till the roth, in which time 
they in a manner unrigged their fhip, and were 
about to cut away her mafts'by the board, the 
cable of their fheet anchor parted, and they 
every moment expected to be dafhed upon the 
rocks, and to be’ made a prey by the favage can- 
pibals of the country; but the ftorm abating, 
and the fea’ growing calm, they recovered their 
anchor on'the 11th, and made fail for England. 
- About the beginning of October they arrived 
at Dartmouth, where they found the Sunfhine; 
but the North Star having parted company ina 
- hard gale on the coaft of Greenland, was never 
more heard of, 
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This undaunted mariner had yet the courage 
to indertake athird voyage, and then failed as far 
as the 73d degree of north latitude, but being 
deferted by his companions, was forced to re- 
turn in great diftrefs to his old port. Upon his 
return he wrote a letter to his patron, affuring 
him, that he had found an open fea in latitude 
+3 degrees north, and a freight forty leagues 
broad, and concluded from thence that the 
paflage was moft certain. 

From this period till the year 1610 we find 
no farther attempts made to revive this difco- 
very ; but in that year Mr. Henry Hudifon, one 
of the moft celebrated mariners of his time, was 
prevailed upon to undertake a voyage that was 
purpofely fet on foot to make trial of his fkill 
He failed April the 7th, 1610, fleering directly 
to Davis’s Streights, he there changed his courfe 
tothe weftward, and ftruck out a new track that 
no mariner had ever failed before, which led 
him through the ftreight that ftill bears his 
name into the great bay that bounds the Ame- 
rican continent on the north-eaft, and feems to 
communicate by various openings with the 
north fea. Here he continued traverfing for 
almott three months in fearch of a paffage to the 
weftward, but finding himfelf embayed, he 
ftood to the fouth, intending to winter in the 
mildeft latitude the Bay would admit; accord- 
ingly, he is faid to have wintered in latitude 
52 degrees north, longitude 80 degrees welt, 
where on the 1ft of November his fhip was 
frozen in, and being feantily provided with 
provifions, the crew mutinied, and in the end 
moft barbaroufly contrived, as the writer ex- 

refies it, to turn the Captain, the carpenters 
and all the fick men out of the fhip, who were 
“never more heard of. After which the leaders 
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of the mutiny determined to make the beft of 
their way for England; but in their paflage 
home not a few perifhed, and thofe who furvived 
iuffered unfpeakable mifery, 

But notwith{tanding this difafter, and that it 
was certainly known that the Captain and all 
who were left behind were either drowned, 
ftarved, or murdered, the progrefs he had 
made in the difeovery encouraged others to fols 
low his track. 

The next who adventured. was Captain But- 
ton, a man of great abilities, courage, and ex- 
perience. Patronized by Henry, Prince of 
Wales, he failed in 1615, and having pafled 
Fiudion’s Streights, purfued a different track 
from that of Captain Hudfon, leaving his dif 
coveries to the fouth, and fhapipg his courfe 
to the north-weft. ; 

After failing more then two hundred leagues, 
he fell in with a large continent, which, from 
its mountainous appearance, he named New 
Wales ; but finding no paflage to the weftward, 
he followed the. direétion of the land to the 
fouthward, till he arrived at Port Nelfon, where 
he wintered in 63 deg. 30 min. north; but, 
though he kept three fires in his fhip conftantly 
burning, and his company killed incredible 
numbers of white partridges and other wild 
fowl, yet many of his men perifhed by the fe- 
verity of the cold, which in that climate was 
almoft infupportable. 

_» In 1615 Captain William Baffin undertook 
the examination of the extremity, of that fea 
into which Davis’s Streights opened a paflage, 
and he jo far fucceeded, as to determine its €x- 
tent, and to difcover an outlet marked in our 
maps, by the name of Sir Thomas Smith’sSound, 
which is probably the only communication be- 
. tween, 
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‘tween our northern bays and the ereat pacific 
ocean, which nature has provided, in order to 
maintain a general circulation, without which 
it is hardly poffible to conceive, that the equi- 
poife of the globe could for a moment be pre- 
ferved. 

"In 1619 Captain John Munk, at the inftance | 
of his Danifh Majefty, undertook this difco- q 
very, and arrived fafe at Cape Farewell, where, i 
though the tackle of the thip was fo frozen and i 
full of ificles, that the mariners could not han- ft 
die the repes, yet next day it was fo hot, that K 
they were forced to work in their thirts, He 
entered Hudifon’s Streight in the month of July, 


Se ee 


and was forced to winter in Jatitude 63 degrees ¥ 
20 min. north, on an ifland that {till retains his v 
name; but the hardfhips he endured almoft t 


exceed belief. In May, 1620, he found him- 
felf alone in a cave dug in the earth, fearce i\ 
alive, and: almoft morally certain, that all his q 
mariners were dead. As foon as the weather : | 
would permit he crawled forth, and found, of 4 
all his crew, only two left. By removing the 

fnow, ‘they found fome freth herbs underneath, 
and by eating them, recovered from the {curvy. | 
Unable tod navigate their thips, they abandoned . 
her to the favages, and, by a wonderful provi- i 
dence, got fafe to Norway in the Pinnace. 

Being 4 man of uncommon refolution, he was {till 

follicitous to perfeét a difcovery, which had 

baffled the refearches of fo many able naviga- 

tors, and to acquire glory, by accomplifhin 

that which they had: failed to ‘attain. He af 

ferted the exiftence’ of fuch a paflage fo con- | 
fidently, and laid down the method of finding | 
it fo plaufibly, that he had perfuaded the mer- 
chants of Norway to raife a joint ftock to de- 
fray the expences of a fecond voyage; but ap- 
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plying to the King for his permiffion and pro- 
tection, and relating to him hisown fufferings, 
and thofe of his companions in his former voy- 
age, his Majeity told him, he had already been 
the death of too many of his fubjects, and 
wondered at his prefumption to feek to murder 
more. To which Monk gave a quick reply, 
which provoked the King to ftrike him over his 
~ ftomach with his cane. . Whether the feverity 
of the blow, or the fenfe of the indignity was 
the occafion, is not certain; but he quitted the 
royal prefence with marks of ftrong refentment, 
and returning to his chamber, refufed affiftance, 
and three days after breathed his laft. 

‘Capt. Luke Fox and Capt. James were the 
next who profefledly engaged in this difcovery ; ' 
the firft in a King’s frigate, victualled for eigh- 
teen months ; the other in a {mall veffel of fevene 
ty tons, built at Briftol on purpofe; victualled 
and equipped by private adventurers. 

Captain Fox departed in the {pring of 1631, 
traced all the weftern bays difcovered by for- 
mer navigators, examined the weftermoft part 
ef Hudfon’s Bay, and returned in 1632. ‘He 
publifhed a pompous acconnt of his difcoveries,. 
which, however, was never much regarded, 

On the gd of May, 1631, Captain James 
fet fail from, the Severn’s mouth, and on the 
29th of June cleared Hudfon’s Streights, 
where he found himfelf fo peftered with broken 
ice, as to put it out of his power to profecute 
his difcoveries to the north-weftward, as he had 
intended ; he therefore ordered his mafter ta 
fteer, welt fouth-weft, and on the 27th of July, 
after fuftaining moft dreadful fhocks, found 
his fhip enclofed fo faft among the ice, that 
notwithftanding it blew a.hard gale, and all 
fails fet, the. ftirred no more than if ibs bast 
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been in adry dock. It was now thatthe men firk: 


began to murmur,and the Captain himlelf wasnor 
without his fears, left they fhould here be frozea 
up and obliged to,winter in the middle of the 
fea. By an obfervation which they made ‘upon 
the ice, they found that they were in latitude 
58 deg. 54 min. north. 

On the sth of next month to their great joy 
the ice opened, and on the oth they were again 
in aclear fea.. Onthe 13th, feeing fome break- 
ers a-head,. and looffing to clear them, the ihip 
fuddenly ftruck upon the rocks, and received 
three dreadful fhocks, but the fwell heaved her 
over, and on pumping fhe made no water. 

They were now encumbered with rocks, as 
before they had been with ice, and in the moft 
perilous fituation that can be conceived, and fo 
continued two nights and two days, every mo- 
ment expecting to be dafhed to pieces. On the 
fog’s clearing up they faw land from the north- 
weft to. the douth-eaft by eaft, with rocks and 
breakers, .Onthe 16th they weighed and made 
fail, when a ftorm arofe and drove them within 
fight of Fort Nelfon. On the 17th they ftood 
to the fouthward. On the zoth they made land, 
in latitude 67 degrees north, where they caft an- 
chor,and call’ditthe Principality of South Wales, 

Having weighed, on the 27th they fet fail, 
and in the evening came in fight of higher land. 

On the 29th they faw a fail, which proved 
to.be Captain Fox, already mentioned. They 
{poke together, and, after exchanging mutual 
cimiliti¢ses ‘parted. 

Captain James kept coafting along the thore 
to make difcoveries, and Captain Fox made the 
beft of his way for England. 

The Captain now began to think of a cone 
venjent place to winter in. In this -attempe 

they 
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having no hope left, thay began to prepare 
themielves to make a good end of a miferable 
hfe. On the rgth they loft their fhallop, tho’ 
lafhed to the fhip by two hawfers, and to their 
inexpreffible grief their boat was almoft ren- 
dered irreparable. 

Winter now began to fet ina pace, the nights 


and nothing but fhoals and broken land to na- 
vigate. Added to all thefe the men began to 


proportion as their diftreffes increafed, their 
itrength to bear up againft them grew lefs 
every day. 

On the 4th of November, being in latitude 
52 degrees north, they fell in with an ifland, from 
which they found it impoffible to depart. The 
men were quite worn down with fatigue, the 
fails fo frozen as not to be unfurled, the ropes 
congealed in the blocks, and the deck knee-deep 
in fnow. In this forlorn condition they built a 
tent on shore for the fick, and in this tent they 
kept fires continually burning night and day, 
but the cold increafed fo faft, that beer, and 
even {pirits, froze by the fire-fide, . 
» ‘The fufferings of the Captain and crew from 
the latter end of Oétober when they landed, 
till the 2d of July, when they departed, are 
hardly to be parelleled, 7 

This was the laft voyage that was undertaken 
for the difcovery of a north-weft paflage, till 
that of Captain Middleton, already related. 
From all which, and the opinion of Captain 
james after his return, there is great reafon to 
conclude, that what we have faid of a north-eaft 


be found practicable for mercantile purpofes. 
FO DON eS, 


they met with fo many difafters, that’ at laft 


long, the days clofe and foggy, the feas rough, 


ficken, an univerfal dejection to prevail, and in 


paffage is likewife true of a paflage by the north- * 
weft, that it mof certainly exits, but will never _ 
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